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Jude 1-3: The Call to Contend 

The book of Jude is only 25 verses long and one of the smallest letters in the
New Testament.  Luke wrote the book of Acts, which is often referred to as the
acts of the apostles after Christ’s resurrection.  Jude is often referred to as the
acts of the apostates because the main issue in this letter is apostasy, a falling
away and departing from the truth.  Jude comes just before revelation, the last
book of the new testament which records God’s wrath on an unbelieving world
and the return of Christ as King.
The letter was written between 67-68 AD a few years before the destruction of
the temple.  Jude lived at a time where christianity was under attack politically
from Rome.  Christians had separated themselves from idols and the worship of
Rome’s leaders and were being persecuted for their belief in the one true God who gave His only son Jesus to die for
their sin.

Similar to Jude’s day, the tide is now turning for us in the western world.  Our culture, government, and morals were
founded on biblical principles and once the view of the majority.  Now we are the minority and the tide has turned.
 Morality is weakened and the truth of scripture is under attack.  Many are being persecuted and ridiculed for their
biblical view of truth.

Psalm 2.1-6 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?  2  The kings of the earth set themselves, And
the rulers take counsel together, Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3  "Let us break Their bonds in
pieces And cast away Their cords from us." 4  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in
derision.  5  Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure:  6  "Yet I have set My
King On My holy hill of Zion."

In the first 3 verses of Psalm 2 the world speaks; ‘let us take counsel against the Lord and His anointed, let us break their
bonds and cast aside their cords from us’.  Yet in verses 4-6 God laughs for He has set His King - the Lord Jesus Christ
in place, and he will rule. While there was political persecution from Rome, the church also faced apostasy.  Gnostic
apostates had infiltrated the church attempting to corrupt believers and move them away from the truth.  Jude’s
letter is a call to arms, to hold fast to the truth and be aware of false apostles, false prophets, and false teachers who
had crept in to cause harm. 

Called, sanctified and preserved
Jude 1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, sanctified by God the
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ.

Jude was the half brother of Jesus yet instead of highlighting his earthly relationship to Christ he referred to himself as
a bondservant of Jesus.  There is no ‘look at me, Jesus is my brother!’  Instead Jude spoke of his spiritual relationship
not his earthly one, the lowly position of a bond servant.  Many of Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him during his
ministry on earth (John 7.3-5) but we see in Acts 1.14 that they are in the upper room after His resurrection.  

1 Corinthians 9.5 talks of Jesus’s brothers as travelling evangelists with their wives.  But in this letter Jude refers to
himself as a servant of Jesus and brother of James.  Again in humility he places himself below James who was the
main leader of the church in Jerusalem.

His message is to those who are called.  This calling is the Holy Spirit's work.  Jesus said in John 16.8 that “He will convict
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement”.  There is a general call of God to salvation in John 3.16.  It is
the Holy Spirit’s work upon our sinful state to convict us to repentance and show us that Christ’s work on the cross is
the power of God for salvation.  It is when we respond and believe in Jesus that we are the ‘called’.

1 Corinthians 1.24-31 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God.  25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26  For
you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.
 27  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things
of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;  28  and the base things of the world and the things which
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are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are,  29  that no flesh
should glory in His presence.  30  But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God--and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption-- 31  that, as it is written, "He who glories, let him glory in the Lord." 

Romans 8. 28-30 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.  29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  30  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

This call to salvation is also a call to holiness in our walk as Christians. 

Romans 1.7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to be saints, a sanctified person, one set apart to God for His possession and service.

1 Corinthians 1.2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours.

To those who are sanctified - most versions say beloved of God.  This is the work of the Father and shows the affection
of the Father to those who are called.  They are beloved of God.  This term is never used for unbelievers only God’s
children, and it means to be dearly loved.

1 Peter 1.15-17  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  16  because it is written, "Be holy,
for I am holy." 17  And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct
yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear.

John 17-22-23 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23  I in
them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and
have loved them as You have loved Me.

We are loved by the Father with the same love that He has for the Son.  This is true of all believers from the weakest to
the strongest, we are all dearly loved.  Many Chistians see themselves on probation with God and not in Christ.  You
are accepted in Christ who is also the beloved and seated with Him in the heavenlies.  Dearly loved by God the Father.

Lastly Jude refers to the work of Jesus that keeps the believer.  His work on the cross is the keeping power, we are
preserved in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 7.25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always
lives to make intercession for them. 

This is the finished work of Christ, sin has been dealt with once and for all past, present, and future.  That is the saving
to the uttermost, our past sin is put away.  He is saving me right now in the present because of His life in me and He will
save me in the future for He always lives to make intercession for the saints.

1 Peter 1.3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has
begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4  to an inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5  who are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Numbers 6.24 The Lord bless you and keep you.

Mercy, peace, and love
Jude verse 2 Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Jude lists another triad to believers, mercy, peace and love.  We need these to be multiplied to us when we fail or
when we find areas in our life which Jude addresses in this letter.  We need mercy, peace and love to be given in
abundance in these areas but also when it comes to dealing with those involved in false teaching and apostasy. 

Contend earnestly for the faith
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Jude verse 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to
write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

Here Jude lays out the purpose of his letter.  As he sat down with pen in hand he was eager to encourage the believers
concerning their common salvation.  This is the gospel of Christ which is understood amongst all believers.  But as he
desired to encourage, the Holy Spirit impressed on him to write a letter of warning about apostasy and false teaching
instead. This letter is a call to arms to contend for the faith.

The truth about God and the truth of the scriptures is always under attack.  Satan has done all he can to obliterate the
truth about God; to remove, cover, twist, and hide the truth.  The worst attacks often come from within the church -
false teachers, doctrines of demons, and apostate leaders who cause many to depart and fall away from the faith.
The scriptures warn us many times about deception and false teaching

Acts 20.28-30 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  29  For I know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  30  Also from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

Matthew 24. 4-5 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  5  For many will come in
My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.

Matthew 24.11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

Matthew 24.24-25 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect.  25  See, I have told you beforehand.

Jesus spoke 4 times in Matthew 24 about deception in the last days.

1 Timothy 4.1-3 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,  2  speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a
hot iron,  3  forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

The Spirit expressly says!
2 Timothy 4.2-5 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching.  3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;  4  and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.  5  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work
of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry.

1 John 4.1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world.

All these scriptures call us to be watchful and have discernment, for as in Jude’s day likewise for us as we get closer to
Jesus’ return.

Every Christian and every body of believers needs someone who has the gift of discernment, someone who can smell
a rat from a thousand miles away. If you have a room full of bananas and one cucumber it should be obvious, but
sadly many Christians fail to spot the phoney especially if the cucumber says they are a banana!

Jude’s call is to contend.  The word means to agonise over or wrestle as in a wrestling match.  We are to contend for
the faith.  This whole body of truth has been given to us in the scriptures and is God’s plan for salvation in saving man
from his sin.  It is under attack.  It was delivered to us by the apostles and it doesn’t need improving or adding to.  It is
all that is needed to know God’s will and purpose.  We must be aware of these so-called new apostles and prophets of
today that say they have new truth, new, and greater revelation of God’s will and purpose above scripture.

Jude is a true watchman; his job is to warn of danger to believers.  This calling is vital today when our society and
churches are full of tolerance and unity.  Often the watchmen are accused of being harsh, negative, and always
majoring on the wrong but their concern is for the body of truth and believers spiritual welfare.
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Every parent is a watchman over their children.  Likewise, every pastor, leader and missionary needs to be a
watchman who encourages but also exhorts, warns and protects the flock from danger coming from within as well as
from without the church.  Sadly not all watchmen are like this, many have compromised and fallen asleep.

Isaiah 56.10-11 His watchmen are blind, They are all ignorant; They are all dumb dogs, They cannot bark; Sleeping,
lying down, loving to slumber.  11  Yes, they are greedy dogs Which never have enough. And they are shepherds Who
cannot understand; They all look to their own way, Every one for his own gain, From his own territory.

As watchmen it is hard dealing with all that is false and causing harm to the body of believers. 

We must always remember 2 Timothy 2.24-26:

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient,  25  in humility correcting those
who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth,  26  and that they
may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

May mercy, peace and love be multiplied to us all!  God bless.
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Jude 3-4: Beware the Creepers! 

Jude wanted to write a letter of encouragement to the believers.  We would all
like to bring a message of hope, love and encouragement and the good news
of God’s salvation through Jesus Christ.  But as he had pen in hand the Spirit of
God compelled him to write a letter of warning because false people had crept
in among the fellowship causing trouble to believers and the body of scripture.

A thief and a robber
Jude 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked
out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The word crept means to get in by the backdoor, to creep in subtly, or to steal in.  They come in secretly unnoticed,
have a look around and say, ‘I think I can make my home here’.

John 10.1 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other
way, the same is a thief and a robber.

In John 10.9 Jesus said he was the door.  Some try to enter the sheepfold another way, they do not come through
Jesus.  He calls them a thief and a robber.

2 Corinthians 11.13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.  14
 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  15  Therefore it is no great thing if his
ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

There were some believers in the Corinthian church that wanted to be regarded as equal in power and authority to
Paul and the apostles, but they were false apostles and deceitful workers.  People who,  like Satan, transform
themselves into ministers of righteousness.  Satan can deceive many by coming as an angel of light.  People often
think of him as having horns and a pitch fork, but he comes as an angel of light to deceive.  Many in the new age
movement speak of encounters with angels surrounded by light and they have wonderful messages of love and
peace.  Yet this is a deception.  Satan and his ministers may dress with religious clothing and use religious words to
appear as ministers of light but they deny the work of Christ as the only means of salvation.

These men creep in unnoticed; they don’t come with a sign saying - false apostle, false teacher, false prophet, or
unbeliever - “I’m going to wreck the fellowship’.  They come in wearing sheep’s clothing, they are humble, they say the
right things, have christian sayings and terminology but inwardly they are wolves dressed as sheep.  Many of these
men profess one thing but they believe another, like the liberal pastors who teach from God’s word but don’t really
believe in scripture as the inspired word of God.  

This is not a new thing, so let's look at two examples from the old testament.

The inhabitants of Gibeon
Joshua 9. 1-13 And it came to pass when all the kings who were on this side of the Jordan, in the hills and in the lowland
and in all the coasts of the Great Sea toward Lebanon--the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite,
and the Jebusite--heard about it,  2  that they gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with one accord.  

3  But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai,  4  they worked craftily, and
went and pretended to be ambassadors. And they took old sacks on their donkeys, old wineskins torn and mended,  5
 old and patched sandals on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and all the bread of their provision was dry
and mouldy.  6  And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have
come from a far country; now therefore, make a covenant with us."  

7  Then the men of Israel said to the Hivites, "Perhaps you dwell among us; so how can we make a covenant with you?"
 8  But they said to Joshua, "We are your servants." And Joshua said to them, "Who are you, and where do you come
from?"  9  So they said to him: "From a very far country your servants have come, because of the name of the Lord your
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God; for we have heard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt,  10  and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites
who were beyond the Jordan--to Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth.  11  Therefore
our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying, 'Take provisions with you for the journey, and go to
meet them, and say to them, "We are your servants; now therefore, make a covenant with us." '  12  This bread of ours
we took hot for our provision from our houses on the day we departed to come to you. But now look, it is dry and
mouldy.  13  And these wineskins which we filled were new, and see, they are torn; and these our garments and our
sandals have become old because of the very long journey."  

This was Satan’s second attempt to corrupt God’s people after the victory of Jericho.  The first was Achan who coveted
wealth so he took a garment, silver and gold and hid them in his tent.  This lusting after the things of the world bought
the judgement of God upon Israel. The second attempt to corrupt God’s people was to unify them with the world.  

Israel was commanded to destroy certain nations and not mix with them but the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon
worked craftily to seek an alliance with Israel.  They came and deceived Joshua looking like they had come from afar
with old clothing, old wineskins, and mouldy food.  But they lived right next door.  They came to the camp at Gilgal
which was base camp for Joshua and the nation.  Gilgal was where the nation rested after circumcision which had
been neglected in the years of the wilderness wanderings.  It was also the place where the reproach of Egypt was
rolled away, where manna ceased and they ate new food in the abundance of Canaan.  Joshua encountered the
commander of the army of the Lord at Gilgal who had come to take over.  Gilgal is a type of the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus and our inclusion in that death, burial and resurrection into new life.  

Joshua 9.14-15 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the Lord.  15  So
Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation
swore to them.

Joshua did not ask counsel of the Lord.  Had he done so he would not have been deceived into making a covenant
with them.  This is Satan’s attempt to corrupt God’s people - compromise, to join in union with all faiths, and to mix with
the world of unbelievers.

Tobiah
The second example is in Nehemiah 13 where he rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem.  This is a picture of us building the
walls of our salvation and becoming secure in Christ Jesus.  Nehemiah had three main enemies who continually
hindered his progress, they were Sanballat, Geshum and Tobiah.  These three picture Satan, the world, and the flesh.
 They too will continually hinder our own walk with God.

Nehemiah 13.4-9 Now before this, Eliashib the priest, having authority over the storerooms of the house of our God,
was allied with Tobiah.  5  And he had prepared for him a large room, where previously they had stored the grain
offerings, the frankincense, the articles, the tithes of grain, the new wine and oil, which were commanded to be given
to the Levites and singers and gatekeepers, and the offerings for the priests.  6  But during all this I was not in
Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Then after certain days
I obtained leave from the king,  7  and I came to Jerusalem and discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah,
in preparing a room for him in the courts of the house of God.  8  And it grieved me bitterly; therefore I threw all the
household goods of Tobiah out of the room.  9  Then I commanded them to cleanse the rooms; and I brought back
into them the articles of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.

While Nehemiah was away visiting the king of Babylon, the last of these enemies Tobiah crept his way into the house
of God.  He even had his own room, the very room that was used for the offerings to God.  Upon learning this
Nehemiah knew that Tobiah was dangerous and threw him and his goods out and had the room cleansed.  There are
times when people creep in the side door and we have to boot them out the back door.

In Revelation 2.18 Jesus addressed the church of Thyatira.  This church was noted for their love, faith and
perseverance. That was the good report, however, the bad report was that they tolerated the woman Jezebel.  Her
false teaching was seducing them to commit sexual immorality. Tolerance has now flooded western society and
churches want to be seen as loving and non judgemental but sin is not addressed and sinful actions are not judged
by God’s word.  Tolerance rules.
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Who are these men who creep in?  
In the bible commentary of William MacDonald it says, “they are supposed to be ministers of the gospel.  They hold
positions of leadership in christendom.  Some are bishops or church council members or seminary professors.  But
they all have this in common; they are against the Christ of the bible and have invented for themselves a liberal or
Neo Orthodox Christ and have stripped Him of glory, majesty, dominion and authority.”

Ungodly and unholy

Firstly Jude says these men are ungodly, and unholy.  They profess God but deny His power in their lives and in time
their lives show that they are not even believers. They may be there for money, power or fame, but they lack reverence
for God and are ungodly.  

Matthew 7.15-23 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous
wolves.  16  You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?  17  Even so,
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad
tree bear good fruit.  19  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20  Therefore by
their fruits you will know them. 

21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father
in heaven.  22  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'  23  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practise lawlessness!'

This is a very scary verse.   There will be many who have prophesied, cast out demons, and done many wonders but
they have climbed in some other way and did not know the Lord, weren’t born again or had not truly repented of their
sin.  To these Jesus said “I never knew you, depart from me you who practise lawlessness.”  The parable of the wheat
and tares in Matthew 13.24-30 is describing a similar scenario.  The enemy plants his bad seed among the good and
they look the same until harvest time.

They abuse grace

Secondly Jude says these men abuse grace.  They turned the grace of God into lewdness - filthy, unbridled lust, and
excess licentiousness.  They used God’s goodness and grace as an excuse to indulge the flesh.  When the great
message of God’s grace in Christ Jesus is realised - that a man or woman is totally forgiven, set free, and counted as
righteous before a Holy God - only the corrupt, fallen human heart would abuse it!

Galatians 5.13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another.

Romans 6.1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  2  Certainly not! How shall we
who died to sin live any longer in it?

In Jude’s day one of the problems was Gnosticism.  Gnosticism teaches that the body was evil and only the spirit of
man was good, therefore you could do whatever you wanted with the body.  As stated in Romans 12.1, the believer’s
body is holy and should be presented to God as a living sacrifice for his service, not to indulge the flesh.

Titus 2.11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,  12  teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,  13  looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  14  who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Unlike these false teachers that were turning grace into lewdness, the true message of grace teaches us to live godly,
holy and purified lives, looking for our blessed hope, the return of Jesus Christ.

They deny the deity of Christ

Thirdly these false people deny the deity of Jesus.  Most of Satan’s attacks upon the church are toward the work of
Jesus on the cross.  His power in saving mankind, His resurrection, and His deity as an equal member of the trinity.  The
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trinity being that within the nature of God there are three eternal persons.  We see this same issue in the book of
Colossians.  Paul set this right, confronting the gnostic teachers.

Colossians 1.15-20. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16  For by Him all things were
created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.  17  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
 18  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He
may have the preeminence.  19  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,  20  and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the
blood of His cross.

“That in all things He may have the preeminence” - that means first place!

One final thought 
Concerning false people creeping into the church, remember there is safety in a church that preaches the whole
counsel of God.  By this I mean all scripture, or a church that teaches the bible verse by verse.  False people find it
harder to make their home in these churches because there is usually a high degree of discernment among the
believers.  If your fellowship is music or entertainment driven, or the scriptures are not given their rightful place of
importance then false people may find a home there and make themselves comfortable.

God Bless.

' i f i f

https://ref.ly/Col%201.15-20;niv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Jude%205;niv?t=biblia


Jude 5 Israel's apostasy and the sin of unbelief
Apostasy means to depart from faith, or move away from boundaries, or things that are already established.  It's a
departure from the truth.  Jude gives 3 examples of how God judges apostasy.  The first example is His own people, the
nation of Israel, the second are the angels that left their abode and the third is Sodom and Gomorrah, the Gentiles.
 Jude draws on these Old Testament examples to establish the truth that God always judges sin.

I want to remind you
I want to start with a quote by William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army at the start of the 19 Century.  

There has been such a lot of change in Christendom over the last century.  There are many forms of Christianity, but it
often lacks the power of the Holy Spirit.  Many forms of religion, but the Lord Jesus Christ is nowhere to be found.  Much
talk about God's love and forgiveness, which is true - but no repentance or admission of sin deserving judgement.
 Repentance is not talked about much these days.  True repentance is a turning away from the way we once lived to
follow a godly life.  Born again, has become ‘everyone is born again’.  In some countries everyone is a Christian but is
there regeneration? Is there new life within? Has the Holy Spirit come to dwell within and bring change? Politics is an
absolute mess.  There are many within the body of Christ that teach annihilation instead of the existence of hell. The
Bible speaks a lot about heaven, but it also speaks a lot about the judgement to come. William Booth saw the dangers
that were coming and Jude warns the believers about the dangers that have arrived within the church.

Jude 1.5a But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, 

No one gets away with sin. God always judges it, and he will always judge apostasy.  First of all, Jude wants to remind
his readers.  We always need reminding. Our brains are like sieves. The information comes in, the information goes out.
 We forget God's truth.  This is why the nation of Israel had their feasts and days of remembrance, to remember the
faithfulness of God.  To remember how God is active on their behalf.  We have the Scriptures and we need to
constantly be reminded of God's dealings in the past, the present, and in the future.

The Angel of the Lord
Jude 1.5b that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not
believe.

God saved Israel out of the land of Egypt but he also judged and destroyed all the apostates who did not believe God
about the land of Canaan.  Israel’s journey was the land of Canaan and it would have only been a short 11 day journey
had they acted in faith.  But as we'll see it became a 40 year funeral procession.

Exodus 23.20-21 "Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring you into the place which I
have prepared.  21  Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon your transgressions;
for My name is in Him.

God tells Moses that He will send His Angel before him.  This angel is none other than the Angel of the Lord.  The Old
Testament reveals the concept of the Trinity;  Jehovah, the Angel of Jehovah, and the Spirit of Jehovah.  When you
read of the Angel of the Lord or the Angel of Jehovah, this is not a normal angel.  It is a Christophany - Christ comes as
an Angel.  He deals with the nation of Israel before he takes on humanity as the Lord Jesus Christ.  Israel’s encounters
with the Angel of the Lord are the Old Testament pictures of Christ.  ‘For my name is in him’ corresponds to John 17.6
when Jesus prays to the father.  "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world”.

Exodus 23.22-23 But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and
an adversary to your adversaries.  23  For My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites
and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off.

“The chief danger that confronts the coming century will be religion without the Holy Spirit, Christianity
without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation without regeneration, politics without God, and
heaven without hell.”

❝
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God and the Angel of the Lord are the active ones.  God said He would lead them, He was the active one on their
behalf who would cut off all the nations before them.  All they had to do was believe and be obedient to God's
instructions.

The glory of the Lord
Numbers 14.21-23 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord  22  because all these men
who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now
these ten times, and have not heeded My voice,  23  they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to their
fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it.

God makes a judgement on Israel.  He knows they have seen all the glory and signs that He did in Egypt and the
wilderness.  They have tested God over and over and failed.

In Egypt, we are introduced to 10 plagues.  Each of these plagues was a judgement against the gods of Egypt. The
Israelites witnessed all the plagues that God placed on the nation of Egypt. They saw God's glory in all of it and they
knew that they were a people separated to Him.  The plagues also showed that Yahweh was the true God. The last
plague was the Passover lamb, and the killing of the first born. The Israelites were instructed to take a lamb and in
Exodus 12 they had to make it “your lamb”.  This is a wonderful passage - the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of
the world - you have to make Him ‘your lamb’.  You have to personalise the Lamb of God and make Him yours.  This is
what the Israelites did by shedding the blood of the lamb. Each family took it for themselves. And they applied the
blood from their lamb to the doorposts over their house.  And when the Angel came and saw the blood, they were
spared but those that did not have the blood had not personalised the lamb so judgement came upon the first born. 

In the wilderness there was also evidence to show God’s love and faithfulness to them.  In Exodus 14 while the Egyptian
army was pursuing the Israelites they accused Moses and God of dragging them out of Egypt into the wilderness to be
killed.  They wanted to go back to serve the Egyptians!  But God opened the Red Sea and told them to go forward.
 They had to move.  They went safely through the Red Sea and the waters covered the Egyptians.  In Exodus 15 as soon
as they had come out of the sea they came to the bitter waters of Mara and they complained. God showed them a
tree to make the waters sweet.  All these things speak of the cross and the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Exodus 16 they
complained again, longing for the things of Egypt.  In Exodus 17, they were ready to stone Moses for once again having
no water, and they tempted the Lord by saying is He among us or not?  In Exodus 32 the apostasy of the golden calf
happens where the people fashioned themselves a god because Moses was delayed.

Numbers 11.4-6 Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel
also wept again and said: "Who will give us meat to eat?  5  We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic;  6  but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at
all except this manna before our eyes!"

Now they were complaining about God's provision. The manna God provided was enough for them but they longed
for the things of Egypt.  A mixed multitude had come out of Egypt with the Israelites.  People had joined themselves to
the nation, believers, and unbelievers also. They longed for the things of the world instead of the goodness which God
had given them.  The manna was only given as a temporary provision and was enough for what was supposed to be
an 11 day journey from Egypt to Canaan.  Because of unbelief and failure, it took 40 years of wandering around and
around, yet God still provided. 

It truly flows with milk and honey
Numbers 13. 17-20 Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, "Go up this way into the
South, and go up to the mountains,  18  and see what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it are strong or
weak, few or many;  19  whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or
strongholds;  20  whether the land is rich or poor; and whether there are forests there or not. Be of good courage. And
bring some of the fruit of the land." Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.

At Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran God instructs Moses to send spies into the land of Canaan. 

Numbers 13.25 says they returned from spying out the land after 40 days.  Forty is always a time of testing and trial in
scripture. Forty days of rain, forty years of wandering in the desert and Jesus was 40 days in the wilderness.  
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Numbers 13.26-27 Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of
Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed
them the fruit of the land.  27  Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with
milk and honey, and this is its fruit.

When they came back, their response was in two parts.  The first report that they brought back was that God's word is
true. They should have said right then “Let's go, what God said is true and He has given us this land”.  They brought
back a massive cluster of grapes which took two men to carry.  A grape that size almost implies abnormal activity.  But
they don't go, and the very next word is nevertheless,

Nevertheless
Numbers 13.28-29 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large;
moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.  29  The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the
Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the
Jordan."

Nevertheless, is a but word. Whenever we're confronted with something, the word but or nevertheless comes out.
 Israel reveals the real fear that's in their hearts.  They had just said that God’s account of the land was true but when
fear and unbelief crawl in it dominates our faith in God.  Nevertheless, despite God's faithful promise, the people who
dwell in the land are strong.  Nevertheless, despite God's faithful promise, the cities are fortified. Nevertheless, despite
God's faithful promise, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  Unbelief dominated their thinking. God is completely
shut out, and they can only see the problems.

Now I understand their fear because the people of Anak were giants which takes us back to Genesis 6.  Satan’s seed,
that he produced on earth to corrupt the seed of woman, finds its way into the promised land where God is sending
His people.  In Exodus God lists a group of nations that He would drive out of the land.  God said He wanted Israel to
totally consume them, to leave none alive.  Within them was the corrupt seed Satan had placed within humanity.  We
see it in the land of Canaan with Joshua, and with David and the giants. Israel knew God’s word was true and the land
flowed with milk and honey - nevertheless.  The problems dominated instead of faith.

Two voices of faith
Numbers 13.30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for
we are well able to overcome it."

Caleb is the first voice of faith.  Don't let fear and unbelief dominate your hearts above God's word and his promise.
And the people’s response to Caleb?

Numbers 13.31-33 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they
are stronger than we."  32  And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out,
saying, "The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom
we saw in it are men of great stature.  33  There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants);
and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight."

I don't think they were exaggerating.  Cannibalism was also common amongst giant clans so they may have literally
devoured the inhabitants.   This is what the spy’s were afraid of.  I understand when they saw them they were afraid.
 Fear on one side and God on the other.  They chose to listen to the fear in their hearts rather than the promises of
God.

Numbers 14.1-3 So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.  2  And all the
children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we had died
in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness!  3  Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the
sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?"

Can you believe their response? God had said I'm giving this land to you. Then all of a sudden, with fear and unbelief
they would rather return to slavery under their old Egyptian masters.  They also wanted a new leader, they didn’t like
the direction that this leader was taking them.  
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Numbers 14.5-8 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children
of Israel.  6  But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out
the land, tore their clothes;  7  and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: "The land we
passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.  8  If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land
and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk and honey.'

Then the second voice of faith stands up, Joshua the son of Nun.  He had faith in what God said - a good land that He
would bring them into.  Joshua and Caleb agreed with God. 

Numbers 14.9 Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their
protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them."

Rebel is short for rebellion, and it means unbelief.  It’s an apostasy.  It was a rebellion against what God had said. This is
what apostasy means.  A departure from faith, and truth.  Joshua was warning them not to rebel against the Lord.  This
is faith.  Joshua realises they shouldn't fear the people of the land, even though they were massive and devoured the
inhabitants.  The Lord was with Israel and Joshua knew the protection had departed from the land of Canaan.
 Remember when we first read that the Angel would go before them and drive them out?  Other scriptures talk about
God sending hornets into the land to buffet the people and move them on. 

In the book of Joshua you read of Rahab the prostitute and what she said to the spies.  “We've been afraid of you since
you came out of the land of Egypt. We've heard about this God, and we've heard about all the Kings that He has
judged on your journey. We've been afraid this whole time of when you would come into the land.”  God was always
active in front of them.  It's always His activity.  But the Nation of Israel couldn’t see it and they didn’t believe it.  Their
minds were filled with unbelief and fear. But Joshua and Caleb, the only two men out of the whole nation, believed
God.  They did not rebel or fear because they knew the Lord was with them.

The judgement
Numbers 14.10-11 And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in the
tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel.  11  Then the Lord said to Moses: "How long will these people
reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among them?  

They were going to stone those who had faith and believed in God!  Their response was ‘Let's stone them, and get rid
of them.  Hopefully this isn't a picture of what it will be like in the last days with the religious church and the faithful
remnant.  God takes the offence to himself personally.  It's not a rejection of Moses or Aaron and their leadership, it's a
rejection of God and all His signs, His love, His care, and His provision.  He carried them out on eagle’s wings and
provided everything for them, but they don’t want God.  They don’t want what He promised or provided. 

Numbers 14.12-19  I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and
mightier than they."  13  And Moses said to the Lord: "Then the Egyptians will hear it, for by Your might You brought these
people up from among them,  14  and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that You, Lord, are
among these people; that You, Lord, are seen face to face and Your cloud stands above them, and You go before
them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.  15  Now if You kill these people as one man, then the
nations which have heard of Your fame will speak, saying,  16  'Because the Lord was not able to bring this people to
the land which He swore to give them, therefore He killed them in the wilderness.'  17  And now, I pray, let the power of
my Lord be great, just as You have spoken, saying,  18  'The Lord is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving
iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to
the third and fourth generation.' 19  Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of Your mercy,
just as You have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now."

God was angry and He wanted to wipe them all out and start again. But Moses intercedes for the people and he
appeals to God for His love and grace, to forgive the nation.  He also asks ‘What will the Egyptians say?  What will they
think when they see how you treat your own people?’  So God refrains from wiping them out but still judges them for
apostasy.

Numbers 14.22-24, 30 because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the
wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded My voice,  23  they certainly shall
not see the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it.  24  But My servant
Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and
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his descendants shall inherit it. 30  Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no
means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in.

Joshua and Caleb are spared, they will enter the land because of the faith they showed.

The long funeral procession
Numbers 14.31-34 But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and they shall know the land
which you have despised.  32  But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness.  33  And your sons shall be
shepherds in the wilderness forty years, and bear the brunt of your infidelity, until your carcasses are consumed in the
wilderness.  34  According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for each day you shall
bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, and you shall know My rejection.

This funeral procession lasted 40 years.  All the males 20 and older who had rejected God and his word, God judged.
 They would slowly die off as they wandered round and round the wilderness.  Their children would enter into the land
of Canaan with Joshua and Caleb.  All the rest who were saved out of Egypt - the Israelites as well as the mixed
multitude among them - they would not go into the land of Canaan.

Numbers 14.35-38 I the Lord have spoken this; I will surely do so to all this evil congregation who are gathered
together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.' "  36  Now the men whom
Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation complain against him by bringing a bad
report of the land,  37  those very men who brought the evil report about the land, died by the plague before the Lord.
 38  But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive, of the men who went to spy out the
land.

Kadesh was a turning point, God had had enough of the nation’s unbelief.   There was an immediate judgement on
the 10 unbelieving spies, who died from a plague.  The rest of the congregation of Israel died in a 40 year funeral
procession one after another, going round and round the wilderness.

Today not tomorrow
Hebrews 3.7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice,

If you hear his voice today.  It's not tomorrow. It's today.  Even though God judged those that did not believe, you still
see the love of God.  He still provided manna and quail for them and their sandals never wore out.  They would not
enter God's rest - the land of Canaan, but He continued to provide for His people.  They still saw his works and He was
active on their behalf.

Hebrews 3.10-15 Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, 'They always go astray in their heart, And they
have not known My ways.'  11  So I swore in My wrath, 'They shall not enter My rest.' "  12  Beware, brethren, lest there be in
any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;  13  but exhort one another daily, while it is called
"Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  14  For we have become partakers of Christ if we
hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,  

Going astray is at the heart of fallen mankind, as Jeremiah says the heart is desperately wicked, deceitful, above all
things. Our hearts are so corrupted by sin that unbelief dominates and we fail to show true faith in God. Paul is
speaking to us. The example is Israel and Paul is asking us to look at what happened to them because of unbelief and
fear.  We need to apply this to our own lives and beware.  They didn't believe God, or His word.  Any departure
whatsoever from what God has said in his word is apostasy - leaving God and trusting in yourself or being dominated
by fear and unbelief. 

The nation of Israel had enough faith to come out of Egypt.  We need to remain steadfast to the end.  We need to have
the same faith that brought us out of Egypt to believe that God is able to bring us into the land of Canaan. 

Numbers 3.15-19 while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion."  16  For
who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?  17  Now with whom was He
angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?  18  And to whom did He
swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?  19  So we see that they could not enter in
because of unbelief.
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Unbelief stopped them from entering the promised land.  Unbelief is not about understanding or how much we know,
it is an unwillingness to trust God.  It's not about how much you know about God, it's about how much you will allow
him to live, act and move in your life. Unwillingness is how we refuse to trust God. We refuse to allow Him to do what He
said He will do.  For this, the nation of Israel was judged.

The Promised Land  
What does this mean for us? God saved the people out of Egypt, but then he destroyed those who did not believe. Is
this about heaven, or about hell?  It's neither.  Coming out of Egypt is a picture of coming out of the world. They were
baptised into the Red Sea as they came out.  That speaks of salvation, but their journey was Canaan.  Canaan is not
heaven, it is entering into all the promises that God has for you and I.  Entering into His rest - rest from self.  Christ in
you living the Christian life through you.  Christ in you is your only hope of glory.  He's the only one that can live the
Christian life.  That is the rest of God.  There were battles to be fought in the land of Canaan.  All battles will cease in
heaven.  In Canaan God was active and showed himself strong. This is what Canaan is - entering into all the fullness
that God has for you in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Israelites came up short.  Unbelief and fear dominated their lives, and they never came into all that God promised.
They wandered round and round.  A picture of a Christian who has been saved but is dominated by fear, unbelief and
living by the flesh.  Round and round with the same problems always hankering back for the things of the world.  Never
fully trusting God and never enjoying the goodness that God has given to us - Christ living His life in and through us.

The Israelites did not end up in hell. They were judged because of their unbelief and apostasy, and failure to trust God.
 It meant their existence was a wilderness life.  Yes, they were saved out of Egypt but they lived 40 years wandering in
unbelief and never entered into all that God had for them. There are many Christians who live like that. They had
enough faith to get out. But they don't have enough faith to get in.  The reality is that the same faith in God to get out
of Egypt, the same faith that you placed in the Lord Jesus Christ when you committed your life to him is exactly the
same faith that's required to enter into God's rest.  A rest from self. 

Tetelestai
Jesus Christ paved the way. He died on the cross for our sins, crying out 'Tetelestai' - 'it is finished'.   It was His work on
our behalf.  The same faith when you said, Lord, I believe that You died for me, I believe that You covered all my sin and
I take You this day.  Forgive me of my sin and cleanse me from all unrighteousness.  The same faith that grabs hold of
the Lord Jesus Christ is the same faith applied toward God and His promises for this and every day.  Lord Jesus, you
are alive in my life. Have Your will and Your way in my life.  I yield my life to You, and I ask You to live Your life in me.  The
same faith to get out is the same faith needed to enter into God's rest - a rest from self, of trying to please God.  Live
for God allowing him to have His way.   

This is one example of how God judged his own apostate people.  We don't get away with sin, God will judge it.  This is
the first example Jude gives after talking about certain men who have crept in. They are wrecking our churches, and
wrecking God's word.  God didn't let His own people get away with it, and he won't let anyone else get away with it
either. 

Today if you hear his voice don't harden your heart but believe that God’s word is true and believe that He can take
you in as He promised, just as Joshua and Caleb did.  We can too.  Don't depart from the living God. Don't believe
apostasy, believe in God.  He is able to bring you to a place of rest. Those who believe enter that rest.  The trouble with
the nation of Israel is they didn’t apply faith.  This is what unbelief will do to us saints, it will wreck our lives if we fail to
trust God and believe. 

God bless.
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Jude vs 6: The Angels that left their Abode 

Jude 1.6 the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own
abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment
of the great day.

The angelic domain
There was an area which the angels were given to dwell in. That was their realm
but there was a certain number of angels who did not keep to it. Some think this
refers to Satan's first sin which was an act of rebellion to raise himself above
God. In that act of rebellion Satan led an innumerable host of angels against God. Most Jewish scholars and biblical
theologians however,  believe the angels left their proper domain in the time of Noah.

Ephesians 1.2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience.

Satan is called the Prince of the power of the air. In other passages he's called the king of this world.

Ephesians 6.12 for we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

From these passages we see that the demonic angels led by Satan have access to heavenly places and to earth. He
is called the Prince of this world. The angels obviously left this area which was their domain. Whatever they did, they
crossed a boundary that had been set for them by God which they were then judged for.

The sons of God
Genesis 6 is one of those passages in the Old Testament that is a crossroads for humanity.

Genesis 6.1-7 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to
them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves
of all whom they chose. 3 And the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

Men began to multiply on the face of the earth and daughters were born to them. That's one group. Then we are
introduced to the sons of God. Who are they? Some say they are the offspring of Cain and Seth.  However, they are
more than normal people. These were giants on the earth, and mighty men of renown. The book of Job gives 3
references to the Sons of God.

1. Job 1.6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also
came among them.
Here you are introduced to a divine council and these sons of God with Satan come before the Lord Almighty. This is
the angelic realm. It's not humanity.

2. Job 2.1-2 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan
came also among them to present himself before the Lord. 2  And the Lord said to Satan, "From where do you
come?" So Satan answered the Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth
on it."
That is Satan’s domain. Here again, you have the sons of God appearing before God in this divine counsel. These
are angelic beings or fallen angels. The last reference is the Lord answering Job out of the whirlwind.

3. Job 38.4-7 "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding. 5  Who
determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 6  To what were its foundations
fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7  When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for
joy?
This passage probably speaks of a time before the rebellion. The whole angelic realm marvelled at the greatness of
God and the wonderful creation he had made in his wisdom and creativity. All of the sons of God shouted for joy.
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These three verses in Job all speak of the sons of God as being angelic not human. In Genesis chapter six we are
introduced to these sons of God, and they're distinguished from men and the daughters of men. In Genesis 3.15 God
said that the seed of the woman will crush your head. Genesis 6 is Satan's response to God's pronouncement that
from a woman would come the Messiah. He would be born of a woman and would crush the head of Satan himself.
Satan's response to that was to allow demonic influence on humanity that would corrupt what God had created.
Satan knew that the Messiah had to be born through a woman; this was his attempt to corrupt the seed of women
and stop the Messiah being born from a natural woman the way God had created them.  Satan wanted to corrupt the
genetics of humanity. In quite a few passages of scripture it states that everything was corrupt on the earth and the
earth was filled with violence. 

The Book of Enoch
Genesis 6.12-13 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth. 13 And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

God wanted to destroy all mankind, the beasts, the creeping things, and the birds of the air. Something radical had
happened. The earth was in such a state that everything had been corrupted and filled with violence.  You can see
Satan's handiwork here. There had been an infusion into humanity of the demonic realm. The angels we read about in
Jude, left their abode and were judged for it. Genesis 6 is when it may have happened. These demons reproduced
with the daughters of men, and produced giants, men of renown, and the whole earth was filled with wickedness.

The Bible doesn't say much about it but other books, such as the Book of Enoch do. This book is not included in our
Canon of Scripture, but it was well read and understood amongst the Jews and Jewish writers of the time. When they
found the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Book of Enoch was among them. Even though we can't say it is divinely inspired, Jude
quotes from it and historically, there may be some truth that backs up what the Bible says. 

According to the Book of Enoch when the angels came to earth they taught mankind astrology, the stars, magic, how
to make war, and how to build cities. There were 200 fallen angels and the Book of Enoch says they descended onto Mt
Hermon in northern Israel. It is one of the highest mountains in the north. Interestingly Jesus also went to Mount
Hermon, which is also called the Mount of Transfiguration. Here the Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured before his
disciples, his garment shone and he was completely transfigured into His glory before their eyes. Moses and Elijah also
appeared with Him in Glory. Moses pictures the dead in Christ who will again live with Jesus and Elijah pictures those
that are raptured, taken body and soul into heaven. I wonder whether Jesus specifically chose this spot. If what Enoch
wrote is true then this is where the angels left their abode and descended to earth. Did Jesus specifically choose this
area to reveal who he was, the God man? The angels came down to corrupt mankind and God's image on earth.
When the Son of Man came down He came to pay a price for those who could not pay. By bearing His body on the
cross for our sins, the just for the unjust, the righteous for the unrighteous. Jesus came down to raise us up and save us
from our sins so that we could share in His glory and be with Him forever.

Even though the Bible itself doesn't reveal what exactly happened. We know that these angels did something so
severe that God judged them, and he's chained them up in darkness for leaving their abode.

Giants on the earth
Genesis 6.4-7 There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. 5
Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His
heart. 7 So the Lord said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them."

Genesis says that there were giants on the earth in those days and also afterward. After the flood Satan again
attempts to thwart God's plans and purposes. Nimrod builds Babel and further on you find seven people groups that
were in the promised land, all the ‘ites’.  The Hivites, Girgashites, Canaanites, Amorites, Jebusites, Perizzites, and the
Hittites. God said to the Nation of Israel, wipe all these tribes out and everything that is with them. It was only these
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specific groups because they had giants among them. The satanic seed had infiltrated once again. Joshua also had
to deal with giants in the land and David too. All giants in scripture come from these specific tribes.

Genesis is quite clear that something happened when the angels left their abode and crossed over the boundary.
They took the daughters of Eve and a hybrid race of angelic and human beings was produced. It was Satan's attempt
to corrupt the seed of woman and stop the Messiah being born, destroying everything God had created.

The rich man and Lazarus
2 Peter 2 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift
destruction. 2  And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3  By
covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber. 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved
Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those
who afterward would live ungodly;

Jude and 2 Peter both talk about false teachers, false prophets, and how God deals with them. Swift destruction in
verse 1 sounds very much like what Jude says in his epistle. Peter also says the same thing as Jude - ‘God did not
spare the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell and to chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgement’. In
the Old Testament the Hebrew word for hell is Sheol. In the New Testament the Greek word Hades is used. It's exactly
the same place apart from the name.  In the New Testament, Jesus expounds on Hades in the story of the rich man
and Lazarus.

In Luke 16.22 there's a rich man and a man named Lazarus, both live very differently on earth.  In death they also have
two different outcomes. They find themselves in separate places, the rich man is in Hades, and Lazarus while also in
Hades is in a part called Paradise or Abraham's bosom. There were two sides to Hades, an unrighteous and a
righteous side. This is where Lazarus finds himself and this is where all the righteous saints went before Christ rose from
the dead. They remained there until Jesus rose from the dead as the first fruit. This is why it says when He died, He led
captivity captive. All those believers waited in captivity in Abraham's bosom until Jesus was resurrected from the dead,
He then took them all with Him to heaven, even the thief on the cross to whom He said ‘You will be with me in paradise’.
Now when we die we go directly to where the Lord Jesus Christ is in heaven. Paul said ‘To be absent from the body is to
be present with the Lord’. 

The three parts of Hades
While Abraham’s Bosom or Paradise no longer exists Hades still does and it has three parts to it. The first part is
reserved for all unbelieving humans. Just as we saw with the story of the rich man and Lazarus.  The rich man was
there, conscious of many things. He could look over, but he couldn't crossover. There was no escape for him and he
was in torment. He knew that he would be there until Judgement Day.  So it is for all that die outside of Christ. They are
in Hades and they will be there until the Great White Throne judgement when death and Hades give up it’s dead and
everyone stands before God to be judged.

The second part of Hades is called the Abyss. I think the bible speaks about it nine times and always in reference to
angels. This place is a temporary confinement for fallen angels. Some are free to roam in the heavenly realms and on
earth and some have been judged and temporarily confined to the Abyss. Do you remember the story of the man
who had a legion of demons in him that Jesus cast out? They said to him, ‘Please do not send us to the Abyss before
our appointed time’.  For some reason, Jesus granted their request. He allowed them to go into the pigs which ran
down the hill and drowned. They would then have become disembodied spirits still inhabiting the heavenly and
earthly realms. Jesus did not send them to the Abyss before their appointed time.

In Revelation 9 an angel is given a key to the bottomless pit, and he goes to the Abyss. Some of the fallen angels are
then released on earth.  This is at the command of God as a judgement on an unbelieving world in the seven-year
tribulation. The Abyss is a temporary confinement and the demons are there at the moment, but will be released one
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day.  When Jesus returns to earth at the end of the tribulation, Satan is bound by an Angel with a great chain.  He is
bound in the Abyss and will stay there for a period of 1000 years. He is then released to cause havoc once again and
to receive his final judgement. 

The word hell in 2 Peter is the Greek word Tartarus. This is the third part of Hades and is the only time it is used in the
New Testament. In Greek mythology it is the deepest darkest prison surrounded by complete blackness with no light
and a place of permanent confinement. Both Jude and Peter write of how the angels received a permanent
judgement from God and are bound by everlasting chains, reserved for the Great White Throne judgement. This is not
a temporary jail like the Abyss, Tartarus is a permanent solitary confinement in complete darkness. At the end of the
Millennium death and Hades will give up their dead and both men and angels are judged before God. The angels in
Tartarus are then cast into the Lake of fire where the devil, the Antichrist and the False Prophet will also find their home.
Whatever they did bought a severe judgement on them. Jude writes of the angels act of rebellion in leaving their
abode and the boundary that was set for them. They tried to corrupt humanity and God’s creation to prevent the seed
of a woman, the Messiah, from crushing the head of Satan. Tartarus is where their abode is now, and they go from
there into the lake of fire.

God will judge sin. False teachers, the creepers that come in among us, will be no different. He judged his own people
Israel and He has judged the angels. He also judged Sodom and Gomorrah for their sin which we will look at next.

As in the days of Noah
The angels left their abode in the days of Noah and we need to be mindful of that. Jesus said that the coming of the
son of man will be like the days of Noah and it will be replayed in some aspect before the second coming of Christ. We
now have transhumanism tampering with and modifying genetics, changing God’s created humanity. AI is also now
part of our reality. Will we see angels leaving their abode infiltrating humanity once again?  We know the whole world
will be corrupted so we need to be watchful of what is happening in our world. 

I pray that you would look at these things for yourselves.

God Bless you all.



Jude vs 7: Sodom, Gomorrah & the last days 

Jude 1:7 As Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar
manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone
after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.

This is the third historical example Jude gives of rebellion and unbelief; that no
one gets away with sin. First, it was the nation of Israel, second, the angels that
left their abode, and the last example is Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Outside the boundaries
Jude begins by saying ‘in a similar manner to these’, referring to the angels who went after strange flesh. Sodom and
Gomorrah are of the same likeness as the angels and this brings judgement on them. They've’ given themselves over
to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh’, Jude reveals that the problem with Sodom and Gomorrah was
sexual. They went outside the boundaries God set in the same way the angels did. 

2 Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them
an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy
conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day
by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)

Sodom and Gomorrah are given as an example for all mankind. We know that God judges ungodly and sexual
behaviour that is outside God’s boundaries. Lot is intertwined with the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. As Peter says, Lot
is declared a righteous man, even though his conduct as we shall see, is somewhat doubtful. Sodom and Gomorrah
tormented his soul by what he saw and heard about their lawless deeds.

The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah
Genesis 19:1a Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, 

We are introduced to two angels. In Genesis 18 three men came to talk with Abraham. One was the Lord Jesus Christ
(a coming of Christ before he took on humanity). Abraham entertained them, fed them and talked with them. Two of
them were angels and one was the Lord Jesus Christ.

Genesis 18:20-22 And the Lord said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin
is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that
has come to Me; and if not, I will know." 22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham still stood before the Lord.

The two angels that came with the Lord to discuss the events of Sodom and Gomorrah with Abraham went on to
Sodom to see if the outcry that had come before the Lord was justified. The Lord himself stayed with Abraham and
conversed with him about what He was about to do.

Lot dwelt in the cities
Genesis 19:1b and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed
himself with his face toward the ground.

How did Lot find himself at the gate in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldees
with Lot and they both had many livestock.

Genesis 13:6-9 Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were
so great that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the
herdsmen of Lot's livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 8 So Abram said to Lot, "Please let
there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not
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the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the
right, then I will go to the left."

Here is a contrast between Abraham, a man of faith and Lot, his nephew. Abraham was willing to let this man choose
wherever he wanted to go and Abraham's land would be whatever the Lord desired. Abraham was a man that dwelt
in tents and the Lord was to be his inheritance.

Genesis 13:10-12 And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 11 Then
Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other. 12 Abram
dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.

Lot chose what he viewed as good land, pleasing to the eye, and good for his flocks. It was well watered and like the
garden of the Lord. He picked what was good for himself and his material wealth. Then we read further on in Chapter
19 that he is sitting at the gate of Sodom which was where the judges of the city met all those that came in. He has a
seat as an official judge and has worked his way into the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. He chose with his natural eye
what would benefit him the most. We see God's perspective in Genesis 13:13. But the men of Sodom were exceedingly
wicked and sinful against the Lord. Lot didn't look from God’s perspective but his own worldly viewpoint. 

Genesis 19:2 And he said, "Here now, my lords, please turn in to your servant's house and spend the night, and wash
your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way." And they said, "No, but we will spend the night in the open
square." 

These two angels had come to view what was happening so they wanted to stay in the open.

The militant group
Genesis 19:3 But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then he made them a feast, and
baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4   Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old
and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot and said to him, "Where
are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally."

Notice that all the men, the young and the old came and wanted to know the two visitors carnally, meaning to rape
them. This was the problem in the city - homosexuality. Jude likens the sexual sin of the angels in Genesis 6 to the
sexual sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. Whether they knew they were angels or not it was sexual relations of an angelic
kind.

Genesis 19:6-8 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him, 7 and said, "Please, my
brethren, do not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring
them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they
have come under the shadow of my roof."

There are some passages in the Bible that I don't understand, and this is one of them. How on earth could Lot offer his
virgin daughters to the crowd? All the men of the city are outside his door, all of them. And he offers his daughters in
place of these two visitors. As a parent I don't understand why he would even entertain such a thought. What about
laying down your life to protect your family? Why not offer yourself up?

Genesis 19:9-10 And they said, "Stand back!" Then they said, "This one came in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a
judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them." So they pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to
break down the door.

There was no respect given to Lot. Even though he had a seat at the gate and was a judge over the city. There's no
respect given to him as an official whatsoever by this militant group. They would deal with Lot worse than the angels.
That was Lots’ predicament: if he didn't give them what they wanted, they would deal with him worse than what they
were going to do with the two strangers.

Genesis 19:10-11  But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11
And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they
became weary trying to find the door.
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The men of the city were struck with a judgement by these angels. They were blind, but notice they didn't stop looking
for the doorway until they became weary. They still pursued what they wanted, even though blindness had come on
them. It's almost the type of Romans 1, God has given them over. 

Escape for your life!
Genesis 19:12  Then the men said to Lot, "Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and
whomever you have in the city--take them out of this place! 13 For we will destroy this place, because the outcry
against them has grown great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it." 14 So Lot went out
and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will
destroy this city!" But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.

Even though Lot was a righteous man living in a wicked city, he didn't have much of a testimony. When he urged his
sons in law to leave they laughed and thought he was joking. How much influence did Lot have? It seems not a lot,
even though he was an official. The Sodomites were going to deal worse with him because he didn't give them what
they wanted and his sons in law didn't listen to the warning that Lot gave them. The sin of Sodom was homosexuality
and the Bible is clear in Leviticus 18.22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination. Leviticus
20.13 is similar. Scripture is clear that homosexuality is an abomination. It is a going after flesh of a different kind, not in
the order that God has prescribed for man and woman to be together and to procreate. It's going after strange flesh.
In the Old Testament if men were caught in this act they were stoned. All the men of the city wanted to know these
angels carnally - they wanted to have sexual relations with them. For these reasons God was going to bring a
judgement on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Genesis 19:15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, "Arise, take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city." 16  And while he lingered, the men took
hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of his two daughters, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought
him out and set him outside the city. 17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he said, "Escape
for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed." 18
Then Lot said to them, "Please, no, my lords! 19 Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have
increased your mercy which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some
evil overtake me and I die. 20 See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me escape
there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live."

The Angels had already told Lot to get out and escape to the mountains. But Lot is afraid and he wants to go to a little
city. Lot’s heart has turned again toward the worldly things in life. He would have been safe in the mountains, the Lord
or the angels would have taken care of him. He didn’t have any confidence in the Lord though, he's afraid he'll die.

Genesis 19.21 And he said to him, "See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city
for which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive there." Therefore the name
of the city was called Zoar. 23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 24  Then the Lord rained
brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the
plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she
became a pillar of salt.

They were instructed not to look back. God's judgement was coming on this place. They were to have no part
whatsoever to do with Sodom and Gomorrah not even look back at it. We go on a narrow path in one direction and
God's judgement is coming upon the ungodly and the wicked. Lot’s wife looked back and became a pillar of salt - her
heart was still in Sodom. Interestingly in verse 24 we have two Jehovah figures ‘the Lord rained brimstone and fire on
Sodom and Gomorrah from the Lord out of the heavens. Remember in Genesis 18 three men visited Abraham. One of
them is the Lord - the Lord Jesus Christ appearing as the Angel of the Lord. In verse 24 there is the Lord on earth raining
brimstone and fire from the Lord in heaven. These are two Jehovah figures and a picture of the Trinity. There are a few
Old Testament examples of the trinity and this is one of them.

The wrath of abandonment 
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Our culture is moving very quickly in the same direction and Jude says that Sodom and Gomorrah are an example for
those that live sexually immoral lives. The wrath of abandonment is when society is given over to the wickedness of its
sin.

Romans 1:24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies
among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women
exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the
penalty of their error which was due. 

Verses 26 and 27 are talking about the sin of homosexuality, they exchanged what is natural for the unnatural. When
people push God away and want nothing to do with Him the wrath of abandonment will be a judgement on them.
That is what’s happening now. We often think about the wrath of God as fire and brimstone or a judgment like the
flood. But there are other wraths of God, and this is one of them. It’s in our society at the moment, especially in the
West. A man and a woman is God's design but they lust after one another, men with men and women with women.

Romans 1.27 says ‘receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due’. This could be connected to the
psychological and physical effects on people that practice homosexuality. There are high suicide rates, drug use, AIDS
and other sexual diseases. 

Romans 1.28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind,
to do those things which are not fitting;

God gives them up to their passions, and gives them over to a debased mind. The word debase means unfit,
worthless, a mind that is rejected and does not pass the test. It's like the men in Sodom, blinded but still groping
militantly for the door. They continued with the wickedness in their hearts. God gives nations, societies, and people
over to a debased mind to do that which is not fitting.

Society has moved such a lot even in the short time since I've been a Christian. The bible calls homosexual relations
sodomy not an alternative lifestyle. We need to call it for what it is. Our culture has moved and homosexuality is now
promoted by our western governments. Corporations are promoting it in advertising and movies, imposing these
views on us. The pride movement is becoming more and more militant. There was a parade in the United States
recently where they chanted, ‘we're gay, we’re gay and we're coming for your kids’. They are teaching it to our children
in schools, no wonder the homeschool movement has grown. Parents are really concerned and it is flooding our
culture in an increasingly militant manner. We need to remember that homosexuality is a sin and an abomination to
the Lord.

Repentance not compromise
False teachers come into the church and compromise the word of God with the culture of the day. They talk about
homosexuality as an acceptable alternative lifestyle, but the Bible is clear, it is sin. Jesus died for sin. If you're a
murderer, you murder no more. If you are a thief and you come to the Lord Jesus Christ, you steal no more. If you are a
drunkard, you get drunk no more. If you commit adultery and the Lord Jesus Christ has come into your life, you commit
adultery no more. It is exactly the same with homosexuality. If you're a homosexual and you become a Christian you
do not act in that way anymore. Remember that repentance means to turn away from sin and live a righteous life.

The Bible doesn't condone it or say it’s an alternative lifestyle. Romans says it's unnatural and an abomination. You
cannot promote it and you cannot say it's acceptable. I was really encouraged the other day when my kids came
back from a young adults meeting at their church. A man spoke to them who had become a christian. He said he had
homosexual tendencies and was still attracted to other men, but could see in scripture that it was a sin and not
acceptable to God. For that reason he has decided to remain single and not be homosexually active. I was so
encouraged because he is putting the Lord first. He understands the word of God and is honouring it, entering into
sanctification. For all our tendencies toward sin we need the Lord Jesus Christ. He has come into our life to free and
deliver us so we can live righteous lives before Him. We need Jesus for all sin. He is alive and ready to keep all those
tendencies subdued so His righteous life might live through us.

We need to stick close to the word of God and not be moved by culture. Sodom and Gomorrah are examples that
God judges our actions. Our culture says it's acceptable and that you're narrow minded and judgmental if you do not
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agree. We need to hold fast to the word of God. Sin is sin and homosexuality is one sin amongst many that Jesus
Christ died for.

Jude asks us to heed what happened in Sodom and Gomorrah. God didn't let them get away with it. This is also a
picture of what the last days might be like. When the wrath of God is poured out it's always when sin is at its fullest just
as in the days of Noah. With Sodom and Gomorrah the outcry went up before the Lord, and God judged it. In Genesis
15.13-16 God also told Abraham that He would use the nation of Israel to judge the sin of the Amorites when it had
reached its fullness.

The night is coming 
As we get closer to the end life will get harder and darker. When God's wrath is finally poured out, sin will have reached
its fullness, then judgement must come. Notice that the men of the city turned against Lot when they couldn’t get what
they wanted, and so it will be for us Christians. The scripture that comes to mind is the words of Jesus in John 9:4  I
must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As we get closer to
the end there will be more lawlessness and wickedness. Jude reminds us to remember Sodom and Gomorrah and
how God judged them, He always judges sin. He judged his own people in the wilderness, He judged the Angels, and
He judged the Gentiles in Sodom and Gomorrah.

Jude used these three examples of lawlessness, rebellion and unbelief likening them to the false teachers that crept in
amongst them. Beware of false teachers that condone sin. We need the word of God as our foundation. What is God's
view? Lot looked in the natural at the cities and thought they were a good place to prosper but God saw that they
were wicked. We always need God's perspective.

Just like Sodom and Gomorrah, as we get closer to the end, we will begin to see an increase in lawlessness, rebellion
and unbelief. We may even see militant homosexuality. For all these things, we need the Lord Jesus Christ. I'm thankful
to the book of Jude because he reminds us that no one gets away with sin.

God bless you all.
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Jude 8-11 Beware the Way of Cain!

Do you remember the city of Troy? It was besieged for a period of about 10
years without even a dent in the walls. Then the Greek attackers retreated,
leaving a small number of men inside a large wooden horse which they had
built. The horse was brought inside the city of Troy and that night the Greek men
came out and opened the gates of the city to the invaders. It is similar to the
church. Persecution that comes from outside the church helps the church grow.
But harm mostly comes from within. It was the same for the city of Troy. Even
though the attack came from outside the walls, it did nothing to dent the walls
of the city. As soon as the attackers got inside the destruction started. Most
trouble has come from within the church in the form of false doctrines and false
teachers. Jude encourages the reader to contend for the faith, to always be wary and watch for those who would
cause havoc and destruction. 

Jude gave three examples that we have previously studied; the Israelites in the wilderness, the angels that left their
abode, and Sodom and Gomorrah. He now continues with another grouping of three - the dreamers who; defile the
flesh, reject authority and speak evil of dignitaries.

The dreamers
Jude 1.8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.

Jude describes the characteristics of false teachers and apostles. The Greek word for dreamer is only used twice in
scripture, here in Jude and also in Acts 2.17. It means to dream, have visions and sensual images. The false teachers
Jude mentions claimed to have God inspired dreams, visions and revelation. They claimed to be given by God to the
church. But they are false dreams and visions. It either came from themselves or at worst, a false spirit. Just as it was in
Judes day, so it is in our day. Search the Internet and you will find many dreams and visions. Some are true which God
gives to his people. The only way to know is to watch carefully and ask: Does it align with God's word and what He has
already revealed prophetically, or does it contradict God’s word? They even contradict themselves. Watch and wait
whether it comes to pass or not.  

These dreamers defile the flesh. There seems to be something wrong with their thought conduct. It is polluted and
results in fleshly conduct. They also reject authority, refusing to submit themselves to God's authority, His word, or
leaders in the church. The third is that they speak evil of dignitaries. The Greek word for dignitary is glories and points to
a non human, angelic being greater than themselves.

Jude 1:9  Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared
not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"

Jude uses the example of Michael and Satan disagreeing over the body of Moses. We are given a glimpse into
something that's not recorded in scripture. However, this event is recorded in the Assumption of Moses. Jude’s example
is that Michael, an Archangel, did not fall into sin like false teachers who speak evil of dignitaries, or angelic beings.
Moses wasn't allowed to go into the promised land, it records that he died. The Assumption of Moses says that there
was a dispute between Michael and Satan over the body of Moses but we don't know why. We know that Moses was a
murderer so Satan may have had a claim over his body because he was a sinner. Yet we see that he is on the Mount
of Transfiguration when he appears with Elijah, and he could be one of the two witnesses that return in the Great
Tribulation. The point that Jude is making is that although there was a dispute between Michael and Satan, Michael
still honoured Satan’s position as a higher angel. Satan is an angel of the highest order, a cherub, the highest created
beings. Michael is an Archangel. He could have called him names but he didn't. What he did do is put the Lord
between himself and Satan and said the Lord rebuke you. False teachers speak evil of dignitaries, glories they do not
understand. Angelic beings are a higher created order than humans. It is a mark of a false teacher to spout off
against dignitaries higher than themselves, and speak evil of what they do not know. 

The way of Cain
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Jude 1:10  But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in
these things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the
error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

Jude loves the number three! Here are another three examples of the ungodly. Today we're going to look at the first
one. Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain. 

Genesis 4:1  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have acquired a man from
the Lord." 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the
Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5a
but He did not respect Cain and his offering. 

Remember that a promise had been given to Eve; that her offspring - the seed of a woman - would crush the head of
the serpent. She said I've acquired a man from the Lord. Cain’s name means appointed. She believed Cain was the
promised seed, the firstborn of Adam and Eve. 

Cain’s pride offering
We're introduced to two boys, Cain and Abel. Cain is a tiller of the ground and Abel a keeper of sheep. In the process of
time they bring offerings before the Lord. Cain brings an offering of the fruit of the ground, but remember God cursed
the ground. Cain gave from the cursed crops. It was the best that he had, he had worked the ground hard for its
produce but his offering was rejected. 

Remember as soon as the first sin was committed Adam and Eve knew they were naked. They were conscious of their
nakedness immediately so they covered themselves with fig leaves. This is a picture of self righteousness, of man's
attempt to cover his need before a holy God. That wasn't acceptable to God, so He clothed them with animal skins
instead. God must be the one that covers mankind. He killed the animals and clothed them with the skins. These two
boys would have known their parents' history and what was an acceptable sacrifice to God. Cain brought an offering
from the cursed ground to God - his best efforts.

Abel’s faith offering
Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.

Both of these boys brought their sacrifices, but only one was offered in faith. Cain is religious. He comes before God in
his own way with his own produce. He believes his life is acceptable and sees no need for a substitute. He doesn't
apply his offering with faith. Approaching God in faith means that you need a substitute, but Cain doesn't do this. He
thinks his own life is good enough and his toil from the ground acceptable to God. But it wasn't, it was rejected. He had
no sense of his own sin or the need of a substitute to stand before a righteous God. He could not apply faith because
in his own eyes he had no need of atonement. 

The false teacher is a religious man like Cain who worships God in his own self effort and goodness. He doesn't preach
or teach about his sin nature, or the need of a substitute on his behalf. Jesus the Saviour is left on the sidelines. The
false teacher will talk about good works, religion or humanism, but not the need of a substitute. Such is the way of
Cain. Abel came with the blood of a lamb and the fat. He saw his need of a substitute and applied faith to the death of
the lamb, which God accepted. One lamb for one man. Later with Passover one lamb was for one family. On the day of
Atonement, one lamb for the whole nation of Israel. In the fullness of time God sent His Son as the Lamb of God, slain,
to take away the sin of the whole world. One lamb for the whole world. Both Cain and Abel had the same upbringing;
there was no difference between them apart from their offerings. Cain did not apply faith because he saw no need for
a substitute. Abel saw the need for a blood sacrifice and his sacrifice points to the Redeemer who would come to shed
His blood on our behalf, that we might live. 

Remember that both Cain and Abel were religious. They both brought offerings to God. A Christian is one who has
seen his sinfulness and his need of a saviour. He needs to be made right with God and he knows he falls short of the
glory of God and deserves judgement. Yet he comes by faith in a substitute. The blood of the Lamb Jesus Christ. He
glories in Christ Jesus who was delivered up for our offences and raised for our justification. That is what a Christian is:
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someone who comes by faith needing a substitute to be made right with God. Such was Abel. Cain saw no need and
brought his own produce. The best of what he could bring from the cursed ground. Many religious teachers and
people are like Cain. They think they are good enough. They believe that good works or being a member of a church
will be acceptable to God. Such is the way of Cain and such is the way of false teachers. They are religious but see no
need for a substitute. Beware of the natural man, a religious man who never applies faith in Christ Jesus, the substitute
for his sin, and for salvation.

The grace of God
Genesis 5b And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

Cain is really angry with God and also with his brother because his sacrifice was not accepted. How did they know the
sacrifice was accepted or not? We don't know whether fire fell, as in previous times, to consume the sacrifice but Cain
and Abel knew which was accepted and which wasn't. Cain knew his offering had been rejected. Even so, here we find
God's grace. He comes after Cain and wants him to acknowledge his sin.

Genesis 4:6 So the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 

God is trying to get Cain, the first man born to fallen parents, to acknowledge his sin and come clean. God wants Cain
to be honest about his condition and acknowledge what is going on within him. This is the grace of God. He’s been
extending grace right from the very first man born to fallen parents all down through time. God is the only one who
seeks mankind and asks “Where are you and your sin? What are you doing? Be honest with me. Come clean with me.” 

Genesis 4:7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for
you, but you should rule over it."

Sin lies at the door. It is pictured here almost like a crouching tiger waiting to pounce. The word for sin and the word for
sin offering is the same Hebrew word, Hattā,āt. Sin is right at the door, wanting to rule over you, but a sin offering is right
there also, a way made for you to be right with God. Sins desire is for you, but you should rule over it. Such is the way of
fallen man ever since Adam and Eve fell. We were all born with a fleshly sinful nature, and that nature is a usurper. It
robs you. It will not get any better or improve with time and it puts on many masks. God says you should rule over it,
but the fleshly nature rules in us. I'm so thankful to the Lord Jesus Christ that he has included us in His death, burial, and
resurrection so the living life of the Lord Jesus Christ, our only hope of glory, can now indwell us. This life should control
our members and rule in our midst so we don't have to come under the dominion of sin or the fleshy nature any more. 

The first murderer
Genesis 4:8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and killed him.

Cain now acts on his anger and becomes the first murderer. The unrighteous will always persecute the righteous. Eve
was persuaded, or deceived to sin. Cain couldn't even be persuaded by God not to sin. God questions him “Why are
you angry? Why has your countenance fallen?” He tries to get Cain to acknowledge his sin. But he can't, and he acts
on that anger and becomes the first murderer. God was seeking honesty, but such is the way of Cain. 

Genesis 4:9  Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"

God knew where Abel was but He wants Cain to be honest about his condition. Cain lies to God, as though God didn't
know what had happened! He said I don't know where he is, am I supposed to be my brother's keeper? Yes he was. He
was supposed to be his brother's keeper, but instead he became his brother's murderer. 

Genesis 4:10 And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground. 11
So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.

The way of pride  
1 John 3:11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 12 not as Cain
who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and
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his brother's righteous.

The way of Cain is the way of pride. He was of the wicked one which refers to him as being like Satan. His offering
came from pride, from the best he could produce from the ground, which was cursed. No faith was in his offering
because he didn't see his need for a substitute. He came to worship God, but there was no faith applied to the offering,
it was an empty religion. 

The second thing about the way of Cain is that the ungodly will always persecute the righteous. The way Cain
persecuted his brother Abel is a picture throughout time. They persecute those that apply faith to God's provision of a
substitute. Such is the way of Cain. Today, as in Jude’s time, false teachers will come. Jude says “Woe to them!  They
come in the same way, in the same manner, and in the same likeness as Cain. They pretend to be this and they will
say that. But their character is like Cain, and they have an empty religion. They will persecute the godly. Woe to those
who come in the way of Cain for they will one day be judged by a holy God.

Watch for the person who is like Cain. He is really a religious person who will always come before God according to his
own merit. 

Next time, we'll look at the warnings in the character of Balaam. 

God bless.
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Jude 11 Balaam: Beware the Prophets of Profit

Jude 1:11  Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily
in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

In verse 11 Jude again uses 3 examples to make his point. The first example is
the way of Cain which was our message last time. We saw that Cain, just like a
false teacher, was a religious man but had no need of a substitute; the blood
and the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. The second example is the greed of
Balaam which we will look at today. 

Curse this people!
Israel has been journeying toward Canaan, they have spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness and are about to go
into Canaan. 

Numbers 22:1 Then the children of Israel moved, and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan across
from Jericho. 2 Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 And Moab was exceedingly
afraid of the people because they were many, and Moab was sick with dread because of the children of Israel. 4 So
Moab said to the elders of Midian, "Now this company will lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of
the field." And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time.

Israel camped right next door to the Moabites and Balak the king was afraid because Israel was so numerous and
would eat all the stores they had. 

Numbers 22:5 Then he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the
sons of his people, to call him, saying: "Look, a people has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and
are settling next to me! 6 Therefore please come at once, curse this people for me, for they are too mighty for me.
Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed,
and he whom you curse is cursed."

If you needed a prophet to curse a nation, one who speaks as the voice of God, you went for the big guns, and Balaam
was that man. He had a reputation as God's voice. Balaam comes from the area of the Euphrates and his name
means consumer of the people. We don't know much about him other than he had a reputation as a major prophet,
someone that could bless as well as curse. He was powerful enough to be sought out by the King of the Moabites who
would offer him a diviner's fee. 

Numbers 22:7  So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the diviner's fee in their hand, and they
came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak.

This people are blessed
Numbers 22:8 And he said to them, "Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as the Lord speaks to me." So
the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam. 9 Then God came to Balaam and said, "Who are these men with you?" 10 So
Balaam said to God, "Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11 'Look, a people has come out of
Egypt, and they cover the face of the earth. Come now, curse them for me; perhaps I shall be able to overpower them
and drive them out.' " 12 And God said to Balaam, "You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they
are blessed."

First God said to Balaam you're not to go with these people, don't have any part with them, and second, you shall not
curse them because they are blessed. Remember Israel had just walked forty years round and round the wilderness,
always moaning and complaining. They had many weaknesses, and failings. But God said this nation was blessed. You
might ask, “Why?” and God would probably say, “They're my people. Even though they have many weaknesses, I've
called them and I've chosen them. They are a people set apart for me, and the blessing of my hand is upon them.” 

Numbers 22:13 So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, "Go back to your land, for the Lord has
refused to give me permission to go with you." 14 And the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak, and said, "Balaam
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refuses to come with us."

An open door
The first mistake Balaam makes is that he only tells half the story. He reported to the Princes’ that the Lord had refused
to give him permission to go. He left the door slightly open. He didn't tell them it was a waste of time because God’s
blessing was on the Israelites. He's not being fully obedient to God's word. He should have said you cannot curse them,
a blessing rests on them, they are a special people set apart to God for His plans and purposes. But he doesn't. He only
says that he’s not allowed to go with them, leaving the door open for a response. 

Numbers 22:15 Then Balak again sent princes, more numerous and more honourable than they.

In other words, more important people came the second time. Men of reputation.

Numbers 22:16 And they came to Balaam and said to him, "Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: 'Please let nothing hinder
you from coming to me; 17 for I will certainly honour you greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Therefore please
come, curse this people for me.' " 18 Then Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, "Though Balak were to
give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more.

This time their offering of riches was much more, potentially more gold and silver, but they also offered more honour
for Balaam. Everything had been increased. 

Has the plan changed?
Numbers 22:19 Now therefore, please, you also stay here tonight, that I may know what more the Lord will say to me." 

This is the second mistake Balaam made. The will of God was clear. Balaam was not to go with them, or curse them
because Israel was blessed. Balaam left the door open and a new delegation arrived. Now he thinks that maybe the
rules have changed. These are more important people and  maybe God will let him go with them.  This reveals what is
really ruling the heart of Balaam. He was a diviner for hire, and profited from his gift. He marketed his own gift for the
highest price. He left the door open so that when they came back they would offer more. More honour, more esteem,
more gold and silver. Balaam returns to God to see whether the plan has changed. The will of God was clear and He
had already given Balaam a direct command. God hadn't changed, but Balaam wanted the situation to change. He
thought this new delegation might change the rules. In this he reveals that his heart is ruled by greed and
covetousness. 

2 Peter 2:14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart
trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray,
following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

He loved the wages of unrighteousness and this is why he typifies false teachers. They come in the same character of
Balaam professing to serve God and do his will but their hearts are ruled by greed and the lust for more. Balaam
offered for the men to stay the night with him while he inquired what more the Lord would say. God hadn't changed
his mind, but Balaam, in his wicked heart, wanted things to be different.  

Ruled by greed
In Genesis 14 Abraham fought in the battle of Siddim after Lot was taken captive. On his way back from the battle
Abraham met Melchizedek, a type of Christ, who blessed him. The King of Sodom wanted Abraham to take the goods
from the victory but Abraham refused saying that he would take nothing from him. Having just had an encounter with
Melchizedek he did not want anything the world had to offer. Elisha also refused payment when God's gift to him was
used in the healing of Naaman, and the early church went forth with simple dependence upon the Lord, taking nothing
at all from the Gentiles. There were others in Scripture such as Elisha's servant Gehazi, who ran after the healed Naman
seeking payment on the side. Balaam is exactly the same, seeking to profit through his gift, just as many do today in
the name of religion - but at its heart is greed. 

Covetousness ruled Balaam’s heart. We need to beware saints of the deceitfulness of the human heart. Balaam
professed to do God's will yet he hoped for a payout and the reputation that came with it. He marketed his gift
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professing to only do and say what the Lord told him yet all the while his heart was ruled by greed and covetousness.
There is a warning here for all of us and especially for those that get paid for ministry. Beware that our hearts are not
like Balaam. 

One day a pastor came home and said to his wife, “Honey, I just got a call from the church in the next town. You know
our church, how it's quite small, there’s not many people, and they're always grumbling and complaining? Well, this
church in the next town, it's bigger. You should see the building and there’s a lot more people, and they're fine people.
They're good, upstanding citizens. Not like our lot who are always moaning and complaining. So I've been given this
opportunity dear. Now I'm going upstairs to pray about it and find out what the Lord's will is.” His wife said to him, “You
know what? That's a good idea, honey. I'll come up with you and we'll find out together.” No, no, no” the pastor said,
“You stay down here and start packing”.

In other words, the pastor had already made-up his mind. He professed that he was going to do the will of God, but his
mind had already been made-up. Balaam is the same. He professes to do the will of God, but in his heart he is ruled
by a better opportunity, more money, wealth, and prosperity. There are many pastors and people in ministry that look
at things in a similar manner to Balaam. A man who was looking for a pastor's job said, “This is available, and this one
too. You should see the pay packet with this one! I'm inclined to take that.” Everything was determined not on the Lord's
will, but on greed and a desire to prosper. That's what dominated his heart. These things should not be so with the
Saints. 

Rise and go with them
Numbers 22.20 And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, "If the men come to call you, rise and go with
them; but only the word which I speak to you--that you shall do." 21 So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and went with the princes of Moab. 22 Then God's anger was aroused because he went, and the Angel of the
Lord took His stand in the way as an adversary against him. And he was riding on his donkey, and his two servants
were with him.

You might ask “Why did the Lord allow him to go?” Sometimes if our hearts are set on our own path God allows us our
independence. He had already given His direct will but Balaam had an ulterior motive. So God allowed him to go, and
then His anger was aroused because Balaam went. It was never God's intention that he go, but He allowed it. Then
God came out against him as an adversary. Balaam had no idea when Balak came to get his services that God would
test and weigh him.  We see this with the nation of Israel. 

Psalms 106:13 They soon forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel, 14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness,
And tested God in the desert. 15 And He gave them their request, But sent leanness into their soul.

Sometimes God will give us what we want but there is always a consequence. He gave Israel their request, but sent
leanness to their souls. Their experience of Him was not pleasant. Balaam is about to be tested and tried. God was
angry because he went, even though He had said Balaam could go, His direct will in the beginning was not to go or
curse because God has blessed Israel. So God came out against him as an adversary. 

The wisdom of a donkey
Numbers 22:23 Now the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand, and
the donkey turned aside out of the way and went into the field. So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back onto the
road. 24 Then the Angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall
on that side. 25 And when the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed
Balaam's foot against the wall; so he struck her again. 26 Then the Angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a
narrow place where there was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 27 And when the donkey saw the
Angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam's anger was aroused, and he struck the donkey with his staff.
28 Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, "What have I done to you, that you have
struck me these three times?" 29 And Balaam said to the donkey, "Because you have abused me. I wish there were a
sword in my hand, for now I would kill you!" 30 So the donkey said to Balaam, "Am I not your donkey on which you have
ridden, ever since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do this to you?" And he said, "No."
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Here is the wisest man in the land who could curse and bless, hired because he has wisdom from God. But this great
man as Peter says is rebuked by the wisdom of a dumb donkey. Balaam professes to know and serve the will of God
but is silenced by a donkey. The donkey is the only one giving God’s wisdom. It doesn’t usually sit down or crush
Balaam’s leg against the wall.

The heart of the matter
Numbers 22:31 Then the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the Angel of the Lord standing in the way with His
drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his head and fell flat on his face. 32 And the Angel of the Lord said to him,
"Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your way
is perverse before Me.

This is the heart of the matter.  The way Balaam was behaving was perverse before God. God told Balaam His will but
because Balaam’s heart was ruled by greed and covetousness his way had become perverse before God. This is what
Jude is referring to; false teachers and false apostles are like Balaam. In other words, they use the gifts of God for their
own personal greed and covetousness. Prosperity preachers are also in the likeness of Balaam. At the heart of it is
greed for more, the desire for wealth, and the desire for fame and honour. To have it all. You cannot take the prosperity
gospel and apply it to the suffering church. You cannot say that God wants them healthy and wealthy and if they
aren’t, there's something wrong with their faith. That is not the gospel at all. Some of the persecuted churches are lucky
to have a bowl of rice in the evening, while husbands and wives are separated and imprisoned for their faith. They
meet in secret rooms in fear of governments that persecute them. Those involved in Christian ministry need to beware
that our hearts are not ruled like Balaam’s, using his gift for personal gain. 

Abraham Lincoln came home one day and both his boys were with him crying. His neighbour met them at the gate
and said to Abraham, “What is the matter with your two boys?” Abraham responded “What is the matter with the
whole world? I've got 3 walnuts in my pocket and both of my boys want 2.” I think he summed it up right there. At the
heart of the matter is the desire for more. Balaam was after this likeness and his failure was that he professed to do
the will of God but was ruled by a sinful heart that wanted more. 

True riches
Hebrews 13:5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has
said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 

I love that scripture. For those that serve the Lord, walking in His ways and purposes, let our conduct be without
covetousness. We are to be content with what we have. For Jesus said I will never leave you nor forsake you. Jesus is
our true riches. If you have the Lord Jesus Christ, you have everything you need for life and godliness. You may not
have everything you want, but you have everything you need. The greatest riches however, is that He said I will never
leave you nor forsake you, He is with us always and for all eternity no matter what circumstances we find ourselves in. 

Jude warns us to look out for these people and also to be wary of ourselves that we don't continue in the same
manner. Serve God in all integrity allowing him to provide what is needed for your life. Thankfully, if you continue
reading the story of Balaam, he repents of his perverse ways and goes on to bless Israel, obeying the clear commands
of a holy God. 

That concludes our second example. Next time we will look at Jude’s third example, Korah. 

God bless saints.
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Jude 11: Beware the Rebellion of Korah 

Jude 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily
in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

Jude 11 gives 3 examples of false people we should watch out for within our
fellowships and in the church. The first one we looked at was the way of Cain,
then the greed of Balaam. Today we're going to look at the third example, the
rebellion of Korah. Jude uses these three examples to show us the different
traits and characteristics of a false person and Korah will give us another type
that we should watch out for.

The accusation
Numbers 16:1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab,
and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; 2 and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of
Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown.

Here we are introduced to Korah, who seems to be the main instigator of this little rebellion. Korah was a Levite and
specifically a Kohathite. They had been appointed by God to carry all the holy things of the temple, like the Ark of the
Covenant. Korah’s name means baldness so you've got old Baldy here. He tries to exalt himself with these other people
to a new position. In verse 2 we find that the rebellion had already taken root and 250 leaders of renown were
following him. These leaders would have been representatives of the tribes, people of great reputation and ability.
Korah at their head rose up against Moses to have a run on the leadership. They were obviously not happy with how
Moses and Aaron were handling things and thought they could do a better job.

Numbers 16:3 They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon
yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt
yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?"

His accusation was that Moses and Aaron had too much authority. There's a certain amount of self righteousness
from the lips of Korah. He believes that he and all the congregation are holy enough for the positions that God gave
Moses and Aaron. This all speaks of a man claiming his own righteousness. God declares a person holy and declares
them in their position. But Korah wanted those positions. He accuses Moses of pride saying ‘Why do you exalt yourself
above the assembly of the Lord? He's accusing Moses, the servant of God, of exalting himself over the people. We know
the scriptures say that Moses was a humble man.  We find that he was schooled in the wisdom of the Egyptians for 40
years then fled when he killed a man who was persecuting his people. He fled to the backside of the desert for 40
years and was a shepherd. As far as the calling of God upon his life; he was reluctant, and in Exodus 3 & 4, when God
turned up in the burning bush to speak to him Moses didn't want the position that God placed before him. He said.
‘Can you find someone else? I'm not good at speaking’. God, in his grace, allowed Aaron to be included with Moses as
his spokesman, and the Lord was with them both. Moses was reluctant. He didn't want the position, and didn't want to
be in charge of the Israelites. He didn’t exalt himself into anything.

There is a contrast here. Usually the person that lifts themselves up is not the person that should be in the job. God
chooses the low, the meek, and the mild. People that don't have what it takes so that He can show himself strong in
and through those who He calls. But Korah thinks he has the ability, and the men with him are leaders of renown, men
of quality and reputation. He typifies Satan in this. Satan was not content with the position God had given him. He was
an anointed Cherub and walked among fiery stones. But that was not enough for him. He chose to exalt himself in the
same way that Korah did. Satan sought to rise himself above the stars of the heavens so that he would be worshipped
as God. This is the same spirit as Korah, seeking to exalt himself, but that is God's job. There is always leadership
contention. How many churches are there with leadership splits? People rise up thinking they can do better. The real
question is, has God chosen them for that position? This is Satan's way to corrupt fellowship. There will always be men
of renown, men of leadership and ability that rise up and challenge God given authority. Satan is always behind it
wanting  to corrupt and split the fellowship of believers.
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The body is one
Korah asks Moses and Aaron ‘why do you exalt yourselves? This here brings out a divine truth.

1 Corinthians 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 12
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so
also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--
and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15 If the foot
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say,
"Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where
would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members,
each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.

God places the gifts of the Spirit within the body. It is the will of the Spirit to give gifts to you and me, and every part of
the body according to His will and purpose. We don’t choose our position, it is chosen by the Spirit for His purposes and
will. Moses didn't choose his position either, God did. It was God's will for His purposes. We all have a part to play in the
body and it's God's business where He puts us, whether we are a hand, a foot, an eye. an ear, or a little toenail, it
doesn't matter. You are in the body and God has placed you there. That is your position for His purposes and will.

Korah however is not content with his part in the body. He accuses Moses of pride, of exalting himself and of having
too much authority over the people.

Moses’ responds
Numbers 16:4 So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face; 5 and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying,
"Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His and who is holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one
whom He chooses He will cause to come near to Him.

How did Moses respond when Korah accused him of having too much authority and exalting himself? Well, the only
way to respond when there is a run on leadership or a personal attack, he fell on his face and gave the situation to
God. It was God's problem. It wasn't for Moses to sort out. Moses didn’t debate with Korah, fighting to hold his place, or
present his case for leadership. He doesn't argue his point with Korah. Instead he tries to remove himself. He falls on his
face and gives the situation to God. You see the same thing in the life of David. When he hears of his son Absalom’s
run for the throne David goes to find that suitcase he has packed in the top of the wardrobe. He leaves, ‘If God is
gracious to me, he will put me back here’. He didn't try to fight Absalom for the position, David was already king and
God had put him there. Instead he removed himself and trusted God to work it out for His will and purposes.

When there's a run on leadership, this meek and mild man puts it before God straight away. It's not a matter of man
versus man, the choice was God’s.

Numbers 16:6 Do this: Take censers, Korah and all your company; 7 put fire in them and put incense in them before the
Lord tomorrow, and it shall be that the man whom the Lord chooses is the holy one. You take too much upon
yourselves, you sons of Levi!"

The question
Then Moses gets to the heart of the matter.

Num 16:8  Then Moses said to Korah, "Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 Is it a small thing to you that the God of Israel has
separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the work of the tabernacle of the
Lord, and to stand before the congregation to serve them; 10 and that He has brought you near to Himself, you and all
your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you? And are you seeking the priesthood also?

Korah already had responsibilities, he was already part of the body, carrying the holy things of the temple. But he was
not content with the position God had given him. Moses asked Korah ‘Is it a small thing?’ In other words do you regard
the place and position God has given you as insignificant? Korah had been given a task, a small part in what God had
planned for the nation of Israel. In verse 10 he carries on saying ‘He has brought you near to Himself. You and all your
brethren’. Korah and his family were near to God but it still wasn't enough. He was not content. We must be content
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with our part in the body of Christ. Just like Corinthians says ‘The body is one and has many members’ we all have a
part to play in that body and we need to be content with the part we have. Not all are the eyes, the ears or the
mouthpiece. Some are insignificant members of the body, but it is God's will. ‘But now God has set the members, each
one of them, in the body just as He pleased’. God's purpose and calling on us is to place us in the body and give us a
task, even though it may be small and not as great as other members, but that doesn't matter. We're part of the body
and we need to be content with the calling He has placed on us.

The heart of the issue is when Moses asks ‘are you seeking the priesthood also?’ Korah was aiming at the high priest's
role. Aaron and his sons had been given the responsibilities of the high priest, not Kohath and his sons. Aaron is a type
of the Lord Jesus Christ as our High Priest.

Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He,
because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost
those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 26 For such a High Priest
was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; 27
who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people's, for
this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 28  For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness,
but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever. Hebrews 8:1
Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

Jesus is our High Priest. Korah was running for the high priest's role but it had been given to another. Korah was trying
to usurp the position which God had already appointed. This is one of the tendencies of a false person. You see, there
is one mediator between God and man, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ who is our High Priest. He intercedes on our
behalf eternally because He is eternal and seated at the right hand of the Father. If a man tries to place himself
between you and the Father you know it’s false because that position has already been given to the Lord Jesus Christ.
People will try to usurp that position and put themselves in between man and God - they are in the likeness of Korah.
Don't let anyone say they are a mediator between God and man for you. You can go directly to the Father through the
Lord Jesus Christ. He is our High Priest who intercedes on our behalf. There are false people today in the likeness of
Korah.

Numbers 16:11 Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the Lord. And what is Aaron that
you complain against him?"

Moses is asking ‘Why are you bringing Aaron into this, he's innocent.

A true prophet
Num 16:12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said, "We will not come up! 13 Is it a
small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you
should keep acting like a prince over us?

They would not even address Moses personally. Dathan and Abiram were accusing Moses of exalting himself as a
prince of the people and bringing them into the wilderness to kill them.

Numbers 16:14 Moreover you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of
fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up!" 15 Then Moses was very angry, and
said to the Lord, "Do not respect their offering. I have not taken one donkey from them, nor have I hurt one of them." 16
And Moses said to Korah, "Tomorrow, you and all your company be present before the Lord--you and they, as well as
Aaron. 17 Let each take his censer and put incense in it, and each of you bring his censer before the Lord, two hundred
and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his censer." 18 So every man took his censer, put fire in it, laid incense
on it, and stood at the door of the tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19 And Korah gathered all the
congregation against them at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then the glory of the Lord appeared to all the
congregation. 20 And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 21 "Separate yourselves from among this
congregation, that I may consume them in a moment."

God was going to consume them all. He told Moses and Aaron to separate themselves, He always calls for separation.
It's Satan's way to mix with others, but God calls us to separate ourselves from those that are ungodly.
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Numbers 16:22 Then they fell on their faces, and said, "O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and
You be angry with all the congregation?" 23 So the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 "Speak to the congregation, saying,
'Get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.' " 25 Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the
elders of Israel followed him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation, saying, "Depart now from the tents of these wicked
men! Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins."

In other words, have nothing whatsoever to do with these people in rebellion.

Num 16:27  So they got away from around the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out
and stood at the door of their tents, with their wives, their sons, and their little children.

In verses 28-29 you now have the words of a true prophet,

Num 16:28 And Moses said: "By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, for I have not done
them of my own will. 29  If these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited by the common fate of all men,
then the Lord has not sent me.

I love that Moses puts his reputation on the line as a prophet. If anything natural happens to these men, then the Lord
hasn't used Moses and the voice of God did not speak through him. How often would you love to hear the so-called
prophets of today say that? But they don't, instead they make excuses for why things don't happen. Moses is a true
prophet of God. He tells them how it’s going to be, or otherwise God has not spoken through him.

God acts
Do you think the church elders faced with a run on leadership could ever come up with a plan like what is about to
happen next? 

Numbers 16:30 But if the Lord creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that
belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these men have rejected the Lord."

Interestingly, their accusations were against Moses. But these people will be judged not because they rejected Moses,
but because they rejected God. This is what rebellion is, it is against God’s order of divine will and calling. They reject
the Lord by assuming they are holy and can take positions upon themselves. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God. We should always have that in the back of our mind, because God is Holy, righteous, and the scriptures
are true. 

Numbers 16:31 Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split apart under them,
32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the men with Korah, with all
their goods. 33 So they and all those with them went down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they
perished from among the assembly.

God is holy and it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of God. He had His own way of judging this rebellion, the Earth
opened up and swallowed them. Church leadership would never come up with a plan like that if there was a rebellion.
It would have been a huge deterrent to everyone who saw what happened. Remember they had to separate
themselves and get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Then the earth opened up right underneath
these three with all their families, and their goods. They were all judged for the sin of rebellion. This deterrent brought
fear to the nation of Israel in the same way that the judgement of Ananias and his wife Sapphira in the early church
did. These judgments seem harsh but they are a deterrent and reminder that God is holy and righteous. His
judgement and righteousness are as perfect as His love.

Num 16:34 Then all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, "Lest the earth swallow us up also!" 35
And a fire came out from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering incense.

The Earth opened up and Korah, Dathan, Abiram and all their families went down alive into the pit. The rest, those 250
men of renown, those great leaders of reputation were consumed in a moment by fire. Here you have a picture of
what judgement will be like for some. Many people today are in rebellion against God. They might not go down
physically, but their earthly body will die, and they will be alive spiritually as they descend into the pit. They will be in hell
until the Great White Throne of judgement, when they will come before the Lord. The books will be opened and
everything laid bare before a Holy God. Those names not found in the Lambs Book of Life will be cast into the fire where
the worm is not quenched. God judges those that are in rebellion.
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Conclusion
Jude compares false teachers in verse 11 with three different individuals, warning us to beware of people with the
same characteristics as them. Firstly Cain - a religious man consumed with his own self righteousness who thought
his sacrifice was good enough. He had no need of a substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ. Secondly, Balaam where
everything was materialistic. He sought God but in his heart was greed for profit and wages. He couldn’t curse the
nation of Israel, and even though he repented and spoke wonderful prophecies concerning the King that would come,
later we find in Revelation 2.14 and  Numbers 31.16 that he taught Balak how to corrupt the nation of Israel by inter-
marrying with the woman of Moab. The third example is Korah’s rebellion. The spirit of Korah exalts itself, believing it
can be in a position of authority apart from God’s choosing. However God places people in the body according to His
will and purpose.

Saints, we need to watch for all these things. Jude continues with examples in nature of what a false person is like. So
next time we will continue to look at those.

Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you that it is alive and we ask that you make it real in our hearts. Speak to
us, we pray. We thank you for this great little book of Jude and for the truth that he brings forth. We pray, Lord, that
there would be no part of Korah or the spirit of rebellion in our hearts or lives and we would be content with the place
you've put us in the body of Christ. We thank you for the gifts and the calling you have for each and every one of us.
And Lord, we rest in that and we thank you that even though it may be a small part, we are in the body - in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Let us not exalt ourselves into positions that you haven't placed us in. We put these things before you,
make everything real to our hearts. For Jesus sake. Amen.
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Jude 12-13: Selfish Shepherds and Fruitless Trees 

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you must continue in the things which you
have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned
them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

The book of Jude is similar to the letter to Timothy warning us of the dangers concerning our faith and how to hold on
to what has been given to us.  Jude gives us a warning. It's a negative message because of false people that had
come into the fellowship. He wanted to write a message of encouragement to the believers about how great the
salvation was that they had received, but he felt compelled by the Spirit to warn them instead about the dangers of
impostors and people that had crept in the back door. 2 Timothy tells us that scripture is really important for doctrine,
for reproof and for correction. We need the word of God, not only for the positive, but also for the negative so that we
don't find ourselves behaving in ways that Jude is calling attention to. 

We have previously looked at Jude 1.11 where he talked about the Old Testament examples of Cain, Balaam, and
Korah. He gave three different examples so that we don't find ourselves behaving like them. Jude gives his examples in
threes and in the next two verses he gives examples from nature which describe more characteristics of false
teachers and apostates that were among them. 

A hidden reef
Jude 1:12a These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. 

The first thing that draws our attention is that there are spots in the love feasts. Other versions say they are hidden
rocks. The word here means hidden reef. In other words they could shipwreck your faith. A hidden reef or rock is a
seaman's worst fear. The last thing they want to come across is an undetected reef or rock that may shipwreck their
boat. I have a friend who is an avid sailor and he's hit two rocks in the ocean, mainly due to human error. The rocks
were marked on the charts, they just weren't paying attention. Thankfully it didn't damage the boat to the point of
sinking. These people, though, can shipwreck those on the path to the Heavenly City. They can destroy your faith. 

The love feasts were feasts of charity in the early church, usually around communion. A time when they would come
together and share food. It’s a bit like a potluck dinner where everyone brings a little bit of food to share. These false
people came to the fellowship and enjoyed these potluck dinners. They ate everything they could, turning the love
feast into an opportunity to indulge themselves without any fear of God. No fear of His righteousness or of holy things.
They did this without taking God into account at all. They were feasting on the food, serving only themselves. They were
false shepherds, leaders who were supposed to give but instead they took. This is not a new concept. In Ezekiel 34 God
addressed the shepherds of Israel at that time. 

Ezekiel 34:2 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God
to the shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 3
You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. 4 The
weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought
back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them.

And in verse six, 

Ezekiel 34:6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the
whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or searching for them." 7 'Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of
the Lord: 8 "as I live," says the Lord God, "surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock became food for every
beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds fed
themselves and did not feed My flock"
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Here is the same principle as in Jude: the shepherds were false and all they cared about was feeding their own
stomachs and looking after themselves. They were supposed to feed the flock, to care for the broken hearted, to look
out for those who were struggling. But they didn't. Everything was about themselves. Jude tells us the mark of a false
person is that he's in it for what he can get. He won't serve others so they can feast also. It's all about themselves.

Clouds without water
Jude 1.12b They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds;

The imagery Jude uses is beautiful. Water, however, is vital for life in a dry land and is exactly what we need. Rain in the
bible and clouds bringing rain is always a picture of God's blessing from above. Water is needed for everything God
created, it nourishes life and is the very thing that sustains life. You cannot beat the real thing. At work we use irrigation
to keep the golf course alive but you cannot beat rain that comes from the clouds. There's something in it that is
greater than the water we provide through irrigation. It nourishes life. 

False people are like clouds that are supposed to carry water, refreshment, and life but they don’t - there is no
substance to them. When you need rain in a dry land you watch the clouds. Sometimes the clouds look like they might
rain, but they've got nothing in them. Nothing to give. They're just blowing across the sky. Jude says false people are
like this. False apostles and false teachers are in the church. They have all the nicest clothes and the highest positions
and they look like they're going to bring life but they don't. They don't have the ability to bring refreshment to a dry and
thirsty soul. Christians need the water of life. We need the word of life to be continually refreshing us and bringing life to
our bodies. But these false people have no substance and they can’t help us. Jude may have been thinking of
Proverbs 25.14 Whoever falsely boasts of giving Is like clouds and wind without rain. False people are exactly like that.
You think they're going to give you a blessing and they give all the appearance that blessings will come. But no, they
falsely boast of giving nourishment but don’t deliver. 

Jude also says that they are carried or blown about by the winds. Some of these men and women promise much but
they are blown by every wind or latest trend that comes through. They always encourage their hearers to get with the
programme or they will miss out. When you look back over Christian history, winds have come through and people
rush to the latest movement. They rush over thinking it will bring blessing and refreshment to their soul - this is the
latest revival! These false people blow this way and that, and unfortunately they lead born again Christians with them
in their wake. They rush here and there thinking this is the latest and greatest. I've got to get this! Many of these things
are clouds without rain. They don't bring what they should. The promise of refreshment is not there, they are clouds
without water carried about by the winds. 

Fruitless trees
Jude 1.12c late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots;

Jude goes on to say they are like barren fruit trees, twice dead. Many fruit trees in that climate would bring fruit twice a
year; in spring and autumn. These fruit trees bring nothing, no fruit whatsoever. When it comes to fruit bearing, what
did our Lord Jesus Christ say? 

John 15.4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do nothing.

Absolutely nothing. When it comes to fruit trees, everything abides in the vine. All we are Saints is a branch and the only
way a branch can produce fruit is because it is connected to the vine, to the root. All its nourishment and its ability to
produce fruit comes from the vine and the root of the vine. The vine, of course, is the Lord Jesus Christ. All we are is a
branch. But we are in Him, and the life to produce comes from Him. He alone is the only one who can live His life in us
and produce fruit. We abide. You don't see a branch pushing hard to try and produce fruit do you? Flapping itself
about trying to work it up. No, the branch can only receive life from the root and from the vine, it's exactly the same for
you and I as Christians. Fruit bearing is about abiding and resting. It is about trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to live His
life in us and bear fruit through us. It's His business and His life. Fruit can only come as we rest in the Lord Jesus Christ,
risen from the dead, but alive in us now. 
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John goes on to say that ‘without Me you can do nothing’. We should underline that because it is so true. We can try as
hard as we like to produce fruit but we won't produce anything apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. The only fruit we can
produce is through His life that indwells us. For without me, he tells us, and we need to know it, we will do absolutely
nothing apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

False people are barren because they are not connected to the Lord Jesus Christ. They give the appearance of being
a branch in the tree and they may use effort and push hard to produce, but only real life can come from the Lord
Jesus Christ. So for the Christian, for you and I, it's all about being in the vine, abiding.

Here are a couple of examples 

Psalm 1.1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in
the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall
be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And
whatever he does shall prosper.

First of all the perspective is one of abiding in the Lord Jesus Christ. Having the word of life in our heart, delighting in it,
and meditating upon it. The man or woman of God who does these things will be like a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that brings forth fruit in its season. There are times of growth for us as Christians and times of fruit bearing.
There are many other ‘times’ in the season of the Christian life. Times of waiting, times of patience, times of
persecution, times of suffering, and times of fruit bearing. Their leaves will not wither when things get hard for the man
or woman of God who meditates on the word of God and delights in God's word. Trusting in Christ, you will be planted
by the river and fruit will come. 

Jeremiah 17.7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord. 8 For he shall be like a tree
planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be
green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.

What a beautiful scripture. The one who abides in the Lord Jesus Christ, will be like a tree planted by the river, and he
will not fear when heat comes and will not be anxious in the year of drought. All these things will come to us in our
Christian life. Yet despite it all, those who trust in the Lord will not cease from yielding fruit. Our calling is to bear fruit.
These false apostles and apostates take instead of give. They're like a tree that is barren, producing nothing. I've got
one of these trees at home. It's a Cocktail Kiwifruit vine that I bought years ago. There was something wrong with the
graft. It gives me no fruit at all. I should cut it out at ground level and plant something else, but it provides a screen
where it is. All it does is require maintenance and gives me no fruit whatsoever. The false person is like that they take
and they require maintenance, but give no fruit. The only thing that's good for them is to be ripped out by the roots
because they produce absolutely nothing. 

Jude is so descriptive. Twice dead. I'm not sure what he means by that. Maybe because they don't bear fruit in the
spring or autumn. Or it could be a picture of the natural man, that he is born in sin spiritually dead, alienated and cut
off from the life of God. If he doesn't repent, he will die a second death and be cast into the Lake of Fire (which is called
the second death). 

In verse 13 Jude gives two more examples of the characteristics of false people.

Raging waves & wandering stars
Jude 1:13a raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; 

Here Jude likens false people to raging waves of the sea. You would think Jude was a surfer the way he described this.
I love the sea and surfing. I love nothing better than watching a big storm at sea. Gone are the days when I tried to surf
everything, no matter how big it was. I've been out at times when it's been really big and boisterous. The waves leave a
big layer of foam from crashing on the surface. It can be right up around your chest and you've got to paddle through
it. It washes up on the beach as well, and leaves a layer of scum on the sand. Have you ever seen it after a big storm?
Jude says that these false teachers are like raging waves of the sea that foam up their own shame. They're big, they're
boisterous, they're tossed to and fro, but all they leave behind is froth and scum on the beach. So what is froth? It's a
mass of small bubbles and nothing else, there's no substance whatsoever. All they're doing is blowing bubbles. It's just
like scum on the beach and foam on the waves, just a mass of small bubbles. They're just blowing bubbles. 

Jude 1.13b wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.
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Scripture always links angels with stars, and these false teachers are likened to wandering stars. This could represent
those angels that left their abode and came to earth. Stars are interesting, because of their fixed position in the sky
sailors used them, before technology was invented, to navigate the seas. Sailors could navigate their way across the
water by looking up at the night sky and finding the stars they needed. They would know the direction to go because
most stars are in a fixed position. But there are wandering stars that are not fixed. They shoot across the sky. They're
amazing to watch but all they do is fade off into the darkness. You can't plan your course on a star like that. You need
a fixed star that doesn’t move, something that’s always there so you can depend on it to navigate. In the northern
hemisphere, they used the North Star, down here in New Zealand we have the Southern Cross.

These false people are not fixed, they're like a wandering star. You can't fix your position or follow them because they're
here one day, they look great, and then they shoot across the sky ending up in darkness. You can't plan your life course
on them. Our faith is set on a fixed position - on the Lord Jesus Christ. We fix our position on Him - the light of the world.
Revelation 22 says that Jesus is the bright and morning star. And our position is fixed on him. Everything is about the
Lord Jesus Christ; about His life, His death and His resurrection that in all things, Colossian tells us, He should have the
preeminence. So give me any man or woman in all simplicity that preaches Christ and him crucified and then you
know you're on a safe path to the heavenly home. If you were to navigate and plan your life based on these false
people, then you'll be led every which way by every wind of doctrine that comes. But our fixed position is the Lord Jesus
Christ, He is our bright and morning star, and we centre our life upon his death, His burial, and His resurrection. He is
alive and in us now. 

They are wandering stars for whom the blackness of darkness is reserved. Straight away Jude says these people won't
get away with it. There is a judgement coming on these apostates and the blackness of darkness is reserved for them.
The blackness of darkness is no light whatsoever. You can't get any darker than that. When I read about this, I instantly
thought of Moses in Exodus Chapter 10.21-23. One of the judgments on Pharaoh and the Egyptians was darkness and
scripture says that it was a thick darkness which could be felt. There was something about the darkness they could
feel. Yet God's people had light in their dwellings. What a contrast! What is reserved for the apostates is a judgement,
and it is the blackest of darkness, no light whatsoever. But for those who hope in the Lord, and whose trust is in the Lord.
Those who have been born again, and taken the shed blood to their account. The just for the unjust, the righteous for
the unrighteous. His sacrifice for you and me that He might bring us to God. We will always have light in our dwellings
as the nation of Israel did when God put darkness in the land of Egypt. If they don’t repent, there is a judgement
coming for them. They won't get away with it, which is another constant theme in this book. You do not get away with
being false. Judgement will come. What is reserved is the blackness of darkness for ever, its eternal.

Conclusion 
Previously Jude compared ungodly men to Cain, Balaam, and Korah. Now we have read that they are as dangerous
as sunken rocks, selfish as self seeking shepherds, as useless as rainless clouds, as dead as fruit trees that bear no
fruit, and are full of bubbles and froth. They will not get away with any of it and are doomed to judgement if they do
not repent. We need to be the opposite of this, we are also called to be lights, like a light on a hill. Daniel 12.3 talks
about it and also Philippians.

Philippians 2.12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to
do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world, 16  holding fast the word of life… 

Work it out Saints, in other words, let nothing in this book of Jude be in your life or of your character. Our calling is to
shine. You don't want to be a wandering star, one that shoots here and there. We want to be lights in the world as we
look at the Light of the world. We can only shine if our gaze is upon the Lord Jesus Christ, the bright and morning star.
Paul says in Philippians that as we do that, we will become blameless, harmless children of God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you will shine as lights in the world. The Lord Jesus is the
greater light and we are a lesser light. We have our part to play. Reserved for these false people is the blackness of
darkness. But God's people will always have light in their dwellings. 

God bless Saints. Next time we'll continue on with Jude and look at Enoch’s prophecy, and how the Lord will bring
judgement when He returns. I pray that you will find more in these passages and that the word of God would be a
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blessing to you all. Amen.
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Jude 14-19: Last day scoffers, grumblers and flatterers

Jude has spent a big portion of this book so far warning his hearers about
apostasy and false people creeping into the fellowship. This study covers Jude’s
final warning to the church before he addresses how the saints should live
amongst apostasy.

The Book of Enoch 
Jude 1:14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men
also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints,

Jude introduces the character Enoch who was alive pre flood. Scripture tells us
that Enoch walked and talked with God, God was pleased with him, and then he
was taken. He was raptured prior to God pouring out his wrath on the world in
Genesis 6. Jude quotes from the Book of Enoch, which was well known in Jude’s day, to illustrate that Jesus is coming
to earth again. He is not proclaiming a new truth, but is using the Book of Enoch to establish a known biblical truth;
which is the second coming of Christ. The Book of Enoch is an apocryphal book which wasn’t added into our canon of
Scripture, so we can't take it as being authoritative or otherwise the Holy Spirit would have included it. Jude uses Enoch
as a reference to what his Jewish hearers already know, affirming a biblical truth that Jesus is going to return again. 

Jude 1:15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they
have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."

Jude sees the Lord coming with ten thousands of his saints to execute judgement. Sometimes we think this world is
going to go on and on and on and never come to an end. It's a bit like a football game. Sometimes it seems to go on
forever but the ref has a whistle in his hand and when the time is up he will blow it. It will be like that with God. He's
allowed this earth a certain amount of time. But the final whistle will come at some stage and it'll be full time. At that
point the Lord Jesus will return to set up his Kingdom. 

Two mountains and a valley
At the start of His ministry on earth the Lord Jesus stood up to read in the synagogue. He was given the book of Isaiah
and He opened it to Isaiah 61. (Luke 4.16-20).

Isaiah 61:1 "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to
those who are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,...

He stopped right there, halfway through verse two and didn't read the second-half of the verse. The Lord was reading
about His first coming. It was the year of the Lord's Salvation, to proclaim liberty, the opening of the prison, and to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. The acceptable year of the Lord is the good news of the gospel, that Jesus
Christ has come to earth to save sinners - you and I. He stopped midway through the verse then He closed the book
and sat down. Then in Luke 4.21 He said to them “today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”. 

Isaiah 61.2 …and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn. 

The second-half of the verse is about His second coming. There is a day of vengeance coming. The old testament
prophets only saw two mountains. They saw Messiah coming and they saw the Messiah setting up His kingdom and
reigning, but they didn't see the valley in between. Right now we are in the valley where the game is being played out.
But there will be a final whistle and the second mountain top will come to pass; the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to
set up his millennial kingdom and reign on earth. Christ’s return will come as the day of vengeance of God. 

An established truth
That there would be a second coming of Christ is an already established truth in scripture. 
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Zechariah 14.4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the
Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move
toward the north And half of it toward the south. 5 Then you shall flee through My mountain valley, For the mountain
valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee As you fled from the earthquake In the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus
the Lord my God will come, And all the saints with You. 6 It shall come to pass in that day That there will be no light; The
lights will diminish.

Isaiah and Zechariah both say that the Lord God will come to earth on the day of vengeance, and not only Him, but all
the Saints with Him. There are other new testament scriptures which also support this truth.

Matthew 24.29. "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Everyone will see Christ at his second coming and He will be accompanied by angels. 

2 Thessalonians 1.5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those
who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among
all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.

Thessalonians speaks of a day when He comes, that He will be glorified, and He will punish the ungodly. 

Revelation 1.7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

Every eye will see him.

Revelation 19.7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready." 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of
the Lamb!' " And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God." 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to
me, "See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

In other words, the whole prophetic book is about a person. It's about the Lord Jesus Christ. Then it carries on.

Rev 19:11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many
crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and
His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him
on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself
will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He
has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

All these scriptures back up what Jude referred to in verse 14; that there is a second coming of Christ where He will
judge earth. This is an established truth in scripture so Jude is not proclaiming a new truth just using Enoch as an
example of an established truth.

The ungodly
Jude 1:15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they
have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."

Firstly the judgement is on all who are ungodly. God, in his graciousness, has allowed this world to go on and on and
on. We are in the age of grace, and we don’t think it's going to come to an end. But there will be a time when the
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whistle blows and God will say that's it. The age of Grace is over and He is coming back. Sin would have reached its
fullness and God will judge this world and all who live in it. Notice how many times in this verse Jude mentions
‘ungodly’. The last days will be the day of the ungodly, and when they are visited they will be visited by the wrath of a
righteous God. 

Secondly God will convict the ungodly for all the ungodly deeds done in an ungodly way. Everything that man has
done from the natural man is from a sinful self and ungodly at its core. Notice that there will be a conviction when He
executes His judgement. They will be convicted by the works they have done. 

Thirdly, the words they have spoken against God and all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against
Him. In the Book of Revelation, man curses God because of the judgments He brings on the earth. They don't repent,
they don't feel sorry for the way they've acted, instead they curse God. This judgement is for all the harsh things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against a loving God. Remember saints that God is always listening. Not only is He
watching every deed and motive of the heart, but He's listening to all the words that come out of our mouths. 

The grumblers and complainers
Jude 1.16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling
words, flattering people to gain advantage. 

They are grumblers, always complaining about something. When He brought Israel out of Egypt, He led them into the
wilderness. The wilderness life was one of grumbling and complaining at every provision God made. They didn't like the
mana or the quail. Nothing was good enough. In the end God had had enough and wanted to wipe them out
completely but Moses interceded on behalf of the people.

The first sign Jude tells us to watch for is grumbling. The second is complaining. They are grumblers and complainers,
always complaining about their lot in life. Unfortunately, there's a lot of people like that. You ask them “how's it going?”
and it's always ooh I've got this wrong and that wrong. They're always complaining and never have a good thing to
say. It reminds me of a monk that committed himself to a parish. When he came in, he made a vow of silence while he
served as a monk. After the first 10 years the superior came to him and  asked “do you have anything to say?” The
monk said “the food's bad”. Ten more years passed. The superior came to him again. Do you have anything to say? He
responded “My bed is too hard. Another 10 years went by and the superior came to him once again and said “do you
have anything to say?” The monk said “I quit”. The Superior replied “I'm not surprised one bit. You've done nothing but
complain ever since you got here”. Complainers are always complaining. 

The flatterers
Jude goes on to say ‘…walking according to their own lusts, and they mouth great, swelling words flattering people to
gain advantage’. Beware of flattery. False people will say what you want to hear to gain advantage. Beware the man
that puffs you up using flattery to gain your approval. There are plenty of people who do it. Watch out for it. They don't
really mean what they say, they're just looking for your approval. They'll puff you up or say something nice, but it's not
heartfelt. They will also flatter people to gain advantage so they might rise in their position. Get on the good side of the
Boss, intentionally puffing them up, and use flattery to their advantage. 

2 Timothy 4.1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at
His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according
to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

A time will come when people won't want to hear the solid food of scripture. Instead they'll heap up for themselves
teachers who will puff themselves up and give false teachings because they've got itchy ears to hear only what they
want to. Now he turns his attention from false people to the saints. 

Jude 1.17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ:
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How quick we are to forget, our brains are like sieves. Information comes in and goes out. This is why we need to be in
the word of God daily. We need to let the words speak to us, and we need to let it come into our lives and affect us.
When you've finished reading it, read it some more. When you've got spare time, read it, even one scripture. Think
about what it is talking about. We need to remember everything that the Lord Jesus has said, and everything that the
apostles taught. 

The mockers and scoffers
Jude 1.18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own
ungodly lusts.

What we need to remember is that there’s nothing new under the sun. The apostles spoke of apostasy coming to the
church especially in the last days. That it would rise and rise. The main trait of false people in the last days is that they
will be mockers of the things of God and mockers of Christians. 

2 Peter 3.2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days,
walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation."

Peter is saying the same as Jude. Be mindful, remember what has been spoken before. In the last days the world will
be full of mockers and scoffers, and so will the church. It's easy to identify mockers outside the church. Plenty of people
mock the existence of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. They scoff at the Lord Jesus Christ and his claims to be the only
way to the Father. They mock the saints too. If you are separated apart to the Lord Jesus Christ you will receive
mocking and scoffing from those in the world. They don't understand your separation to God; that you don't want to
hang out at the pubs, you don't want to gamble, you’re not interested in looking at women, you don't want to join in
their foul jokes, and you're not climbing the ladder and getting ahead materially at the expense of others. 

They also mock the Christians hope of His return. All things continue as they were from the beginning of creation. That's
the world's view. “You Christians talk about a judgement to come, but everything continues the same. Where is this
righteous God?" They say. “There's no judgement”. But know this, there will definitely be a day of judgement. The referee
will blow his whistle, the time will be up, and the Lord Jesus will return. It will be a day of vengeance. When Jesus came
the first time, He came as a suffering servant to lay down His life for the sins of the world. But when He returns the
second time. He will be the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He will have a sharp sword in His mouth and will execute
the divine wrath of God Almighty upon the ungodly. 

There's also mockers inside the church. Unfortunately date setters, those that have got a little bit carried away with
eschatology, have put dates on the second coming of Christ. This damages our testimony and end time prophecy.
The world, and even some Christians, look at that and shake their heads. They mock those that look at end times. “Oh,
not that again, always looking at everything as though it's the end”. But the scripture tells us saints that we are to
watch. We will not know the day or the hour but we are called to watch and are called to pray. 

We should know the seasons. When I first became a Christian end times eschatology was everywhere in the church. I
got saved in the early 90s and there were always people teaching about the Lord’s second coming from the Book of
Revelation and Daniel. Have you noticed how quiet it's become in the church now? Eschatology is not preached much
anymore and even looked down upon. People don't go near the Book of Revelation or Daniel, they're not taught it
much any more. We should look out for the mockers and scoffers because they are a measure of the last days, both
inside and outside of the church. 

The natural man
Jude 1.19 These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.

They are worldly minded and sensual, they deal with everything of the soul of fallen man. This is what psychology
attempts to do, make the soul of man better without the Holy Spirit. These sensual people will divide, setting one group
against another. There will be people in your church who will cause division. They do it because they operate from
their soul. Your soul is your mind, will and emotions. If you are not born again, you are controlled by an independent
fallen self that has no time for God. The only hope that we've got is to be born again where the Holy Spirit comes in to
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control our life; our mind, will, and emotions so that we come in line with the Spirit of God. Apart from that, if we are
unregenerate, is bring forth death. They wreak havoc dividing the fellowship. They do it because they operate from
their fallen soul where self is centre. This is called the natural man.

1 Corinthians 2.14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him;
nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Fallen man is born dead to the things of God. He's dominated by a fallen self which rules his soul and dominates his
mind, will, and emotions. Therefore he causes divisions and separates himself because he doesn't have the spirit of
Christ to rule his soul and bring his life into submission to the Holy Spirit which will then bear fruit. If you've been in
church long enough you know that a division can be started with  just a small spark.

James 3.14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This
wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist,
confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

There is wisdom from above that is controlled by the Spirit of God. It is pure, peaceable, gentle, and willing to yield. It's
full of mercy, and good fruits. It is without partiality, or hypocrisy. That is the life of the Spirit. But the life of the fallen man
inevitably creates divisions. He works from his soul, and is sensual. They will fall out with people and put one against
another. Then they form into groups and you've got group against group. We wonder why we've got so much trouble
in our churches. 

He has promised
In light of these last warnings of Jude in Verses 14-19 how do we live while all this is going on around us? In 2 Peter we
read that scoffers will come. How do we live knowing that scoffers will be in the world and in the church? 2 Peter also
addresses our position and how we should respond. 

2 Peter 3.8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

Stop right there. Do you remember back in 2 Peter 3.4, they mocked and said, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?
Since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.’ Well, Peter now addresses
this. The time is in the hands of the Lord. One day is like a thousand and a thousand is like one day. The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise. He has promised to return, and He will return on an appointed day. He is giving enough time in
this valley between the two mountain peaks of His first and second coming for as many to repent and come to the
saving grace in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 3.10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great
noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11
Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be
diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

How are we to behave and live? Be holy, live in godliness of character, looking for His return. In verse 12 it says ‘looking
for and hastening the coming of the day of God’. Somehow living a holy righteous life, looking for the 2nd appearing of
our Lord and Saviour can speed that day up. Holiness can hasten that day.  Yes, there are going to be scoffers. Yes,
we're going to get mocked. Our response is to remain holy, pure, and in peace, without spot and blameless as we look
toward the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. I want to end with that because we need that hope. Life is going to get
harder and harder and there's going to be more and more apostates and false people. It will get worse as we see the
day approaching. Remember what God says, that we are to hold fast and stay true in our Christian faith looking for His
return. 

Conclusion
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Two thirds of the book of Jude;, verse 4 through to verse 19 warns the Saints. Jude didn't want to, he wanted to talk
about grace, but was compelled by the Spirit to warn, rebuke and convince. Just as it was in Jude’s day, these false
people will increasingly creep in. What a great little gem of a book. In the next verses Jude addresses believers and
what we should do in light of all these things that we find going on around us. I pray that you have got something out
of these passages. Remember, the Lord will return and He will return to execute judgement. We need to remain steady
and faithful. Looking toward that great day of His return. 

May the Lord bless you all. And I pray that you would see more than I've given you in these passages. 

God bless. Amen.

i i i i i i
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Jude 20-23: Believers guide to living in apostate times

Previously Jude wrote about sensual people who cause trouble in our
fellowships, causing divisions, mocking the return of Christ, not having the spirit.
Today I want to look at verses 20-23. This is the believers guide on how to deal
with those that are apostate. In the previous verses Jude used different
examples of what apostates are like, now he's going to address the saints.

Build yourself up
Jude 1.20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Spirit,

Jude is writing to the saints in the church that were dearly loved, and that's
what the word beloved means, to dearly love.

Ephesians 1.6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved.

Ephesians brings out that we have been placed in a person, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the same love that the father
loves His Son is now attributed to those who put faith in Jesus Christ. We are looked at by God as beloved. That means
dearly loved. A wonderful truth is that the father loves us with the same love that He loves His Son. Jude starts from
here. All his instructions to the saints on how to protect themselves from the contamination and error of false teachers
and false prophets start from this point of being dearly loved.

Then Jude instructs the saints to build themselves up. Salvation is God's part, He had to do a work through His Son on
the cross for you and me. We can't add to that work. We couldn't play a part; it could only be done by God through the
Lord Jesus Christ. So salvation is all of God's part of the equation and all we do is look at His work, recognise we are a
sinner and take it by faith. We can't add to it, all we can do is say thank you Lord for the death that you died for me
and receive it by faith. Our part of the equation is to apply everything the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us and build
ourselves up. We can apply ourselves to our Christian faith and build on what has already been established.

Philippians 2.12 work out your own salvation with fear and with trembling

So how do we do that? Building on our faith includes studying God's word the bible. All the books are about the Lord
Jesus Christ, it's all about Him. Do you remember the two disciples on the road to Emmaus? When they were walking
with Christ He opened up the scriptures to them. Starting in the Psalms, the prophets, and then all of scripture; Jesus
said they all spoke of Him. That would have been an amazing Bible study as Jesus opened their minds to all the
scriptures they had known for such a long time.

The part we play is building ourselves up by applying God's word to our life. A good example of this is Nehemiah, who
rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem which were in ruins. It pictures for us rebuilding the walls of our salvation. Nehemiah had
a trowel in one hand and a sword in the other because his enemies were trying to stop him rebuilding the walls. It's a
great picture of what we need to do in our own Christian life. We should apply ourselves and build on what God has
done for us. We need a trowel in one hand and a sword in the other. This building up is vitally important for us and
Jude encourages us to apply ourselves to our Christian faith.

The parable of the seeds is another good example. The seed that was sown among the rocks couldn't take root and all
the weeds grew up around it and choked its growth. This is a picture of the world's influence on the believer, choking
the growth so it won’t grow. We need to continually build on all that God has done in our lives.

The foundation on which we build
Acts 20.27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone
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night and day with tears. 32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

You see, nothing is new. What was happening to Jude was happening to Paul. In this passage Paul knows that after he
departs savage wolves would come in not caring for the flock. Men would rise up speaking perverse things, trying to
draw away the disciples. Just as it was with Jude, so it was for Paul. False people crept in causing division and strife,
leading people into error. But in verse 32 Paul commends them to God and to the word of His grace. The word of God
is important for our foundation. The foundation on which we build is vital. It has to be built on the death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The grace of God toward us. This foundation, Paul says, is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. The word of God is vital. 

The Spirit of truth
The next thing Jude writes in verse 20 is ‘praying in the Holy Spirit’.

Ephesians 6.17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication
for all the saints--

The Holy Spirit has been given to us. Jesus said in John 16.7 ‘for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but
if I depart, I will send Him to you.. He is our helper, comforter and the Spirit of Truth. It is the Spirit's role to reveal the Lord
Jesus Christ to us. It's amazing how the Trinity works. The Father glorifies the Son, the Son lived His life to glorify the
Father and the Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ and conforms us to the image of His Son. Not one member of the
Trinity seeks glory for Himself. They all seek glory for another member of the Trinity. It's beautiful when you look at it.

Jude encourages us to pray in the Holy Spirit. It's interesting that His role is to guide you into all truth. Praying in the Holy
Spirit is not just for yourself, it's prayer for the whole body of believers. In Ephesians 6 it says be watchful to this end with
all perseverance and supplication for all the saints– It is always about others. It is the Spirit leading us to be watching
those who are in our fellowships, those in our family of God. It's His role to use us to watch and pray for them as He
leads. This is what we need saints. We need the word of God on one hand, and the power of the Holy Spirit on the
other. Be in tune with His leading.

Abide in my love
Jude 1:21a keep yourselves in the love of God,... 

God's abundant love has been poured out on us like the rays of the sun. Our part is to keep ourselves in God's love. The
Father's love is never ending, but our responsibility, just like building ourselves up, is to keep in that love. Don't hide
away or do things that would hinder or bring discipline. In John 15.9 Jesus said “I also have loved you; abide in my
love”. That word abide means to rest on, remain in, be steadfast in. An example of this is the prodigal son. He was
always loved by his father. But there was a time in his life that he didn’t benefit from that love. The love for the father
was always there and we see that he was always watching for his son's return. The prodigal son only benefited when
he came back, not while he was doing his own will and making his own decisions. So how do we keep ourselves in
God’s love? Well, obviously reading the bible is a big part of it. We always need to remind ourselves of God's promises
to us. We need to acknowledge sin and keep short accounts with God. Always acknowledge the condition you are in
and the things you do apart from the Lord Jesus Christ in you. We need to thank him for his death, we always need to
be reminded saints, that we are sinners saved by the grace of God. The righteous for the unrighteous, the just for the
unjust. That we might be brought near to God.

Let us apply ourselves
Hebrews 12.1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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The first instruction the writer of Hebrews gives is to lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily ensnares us. Lay
aside everything that is a hindrance to you going forward in your relationship with God. What is it for you? It will be
different for all of us. We need to apply ourselves. As Jude says build yourself up, keep yourself in the love of God. We
can only do that as we wholeheartedly desire to serve Christ.

Philippians 3.7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all
things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know
Him…

Paul's desire is that he would know Him, Christ Jesus.

…and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any
means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected;
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count
myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Both these scriptures in Hebrews and Philippians will help keep us in the love of God. Forget everything that has
happened to you in the past. All of that is done and is rubbish. Now lay hold of your new position in the Lord Jesus
Christ, ‘I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me’. The Lord has a purpose for you and me. We
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them Eph 2.10. He has bought us with a price and we are to get ‘hold of that for which Christ has got a hold of me.
Forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus’. For every single believer no matter where you are in your
Christian life, you have an upward call of God. God has called you and He has a plan and purpose for your life. How do
we keep ourselves in the love of God? We apply ourselves, we push forward, we lay aside all hindrances that cause us
trouble and we ask the Lord to take our life and do whatever He chooses. First and foremost build yourself up, pray,
then keep yourself in the love of God.

Jude 1.21b looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

This is speaking about the second coming. You see, it's mercy that saved us in the beginning and it will still be mercy
when He returns for His church. It is all the mercy of God. Saints, always look for Christ's return.

Jude 1.20-21 are his instructions for the saints, get this right and then you can deal with the next two verses. These are
instructions on how to deal with others. First though, we need to get our own house cleaned up before we start to
worry about our neighbours house.

Those who are led astray
Jude 1.22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction;

Jude now writes on how to deal with believers who have been led astray. We need both mercy and compassion in
dealing with others. Making a distinction, I believe, means there are different groups. There will be people that have
doubts and we need to instruct them gently, with mercy and compassion. We are to get alongside and lead them in a
way that they can receive the truth. Believers hear all sorts of things, they doubt and are easily led. They're not seriously
sinning, they're just led astray. Have compassion, make a distinction, be merciful and gentle with these people. Use the
word of truth to guide them back on to the straight and narrow. Then he brings in another group.

Jude 1:23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.

This group is a little bit more in error. Jude writes about saving them by snatching them out of the fire. This group is
probably involved with seriously false doctrines. First he says to save them with fear. We cannot approach people in
pride saying you're way off track. We are all prone, saints, to be led astray. The old quote. “But for the grace of God go I”
is very true. We need to recognise our own failings and weaknesses to get things wrong and be led astray. We are not
to go in pride claiming to be something greater, but instead realise that like sheep we can all be easily led astray.
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So, on the first group, have compassion and be gentle, making a distinction for those that doubt. But this next group,
pull them out of the fire as if you are snatching them away. Pulling something out of a fire requires a quicker,
aggressive action. I've just come back from a week's mountain biking with my wife and a few friends. When we go
down some trails I'll say to my wife, ‘follow me on the left, it's an easier way down, there's no danger here’. The first
group is like that. We are leading them gently to a safer route toward heaven. At other times I might stop on the edge
of a cliff or a steep down and stop my wife saying, “if you go over there you go to your peril’. The second group is like
that. More action is needed to pluck them away.

Zechariah 3.1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at
his right hand to oppose him. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?" 3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and
was standing before the Angel. 4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the
filthy garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich
robes."

The brand that was plucked from the fire is actually Jerusalem. The Lord is saying to Satan that yes, Jerusalem is in
ruins, but I've chosen her. God snatches Jerusalem out of the fire and restores her for His own purposes. Interestingly,
Joshua was wearing filthy garments while Satan was accusing him. The Lord removes his iniquity and clothes him with
rich robes. 

The defiled garment
Lot was snatched from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah so that he was not consumed. Even though he was
rescued quickly, his garments were defiled. When you look at Lot's life Sodom and Gomorrah had an influence on him.
Jude writes of the same thing in verse 23 hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. This is a lot more serious. Not
only is the person defiled, but what they are wearing is also defiled. God had no tolerance for sin whatsoever. The word
for garment is ‘chiton’ it means in the garment or the garment that was worn closest to the skin. The picture here is
that these people are so corrupt and in sin that their very clothes are defiled. So what is this a picture of?

Jude would have been familiar with the book of Leviticus. If you don’t know where it is, turn your Bible on its side and
look for the cleanest book, the one that you spend the least amount of time in, that will be Leviticus. If you've ever
studied it there are wonderful truths to be gleaned. Most Christians don't spend much time there because it's hard
work, but all scripture is God breathed. Chapter 13 of Leviticus is about leprosy, and leprosy is a type of sin. When
leprosy was on the skin of a person, it had to be examined by the priest. Then in verse 47 it is also on their garments.
God took sin seriously, even to the point the garments that were contaminated were judged.

Leviticus 13:47 "Also, if a garment has a leprous plague in it, whether it is a woolen garment or a linen garment, 48
whether it is in the warp or woof of linen or wool, whether in leather or in anything made of leather, 49 and if the
plague is greenish or reddish in the garment or in the leather, whether in the warp or in the woof, or in anything made
of leather, it is a leprous plague and shall be shown to the priest. 50 The priest shall examine the plague and isolate
that which has the plague seven days. 51 And he shall examine the plague on the seventh day. If the plague has
spread in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, in the leather or in anything made of leather, the plague is an
active leprosy. It is unclean. 52 He shall therefore burn that garment in which is the plague, whether warp or woof, in
wool or in linen, or anything of leather, for it is an active leprosy; the garment shall be burned in the fire.

Everything had to come before the priest. If you had leprosy you were examined by the priest whether you were clean
or unclean and your garment also. It's a picture of sin which spreads and is so corrupt that it spreads even to your
clothing. It had to be identified by the priest over a period of seven days and he would watch it. If it started spreading
in the garment it was an active sin and had to be judged. The garment would be burned in the fire. God took sin very
seriously.

Jude writes of how we are to hate even the garment defiled by the flesh, which is the natural man - all that we are
apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. This same thought about the garment is also found in Revelation where John writes
to the church of Sardis. This church represents the Reformation period, where there was a split within Catholicism and
Protestantism started to rise. But it also has an application for today.

Revelation 3:1 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write,'These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God
and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and
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strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. 3
Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will
come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You have a few names even in
Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.

The church in Sardis thought they were alive. ‘I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive. They had a
big ‘name’ yet Jesus responded to them saying, ‘but you are dead’. Jesus saw through it all. The church thought they
were alive. They thought they had a name that was important and recognised. But Jesus knew their real condition was
that they were dead just like many in the church today who want to be recognised and seek celebrity status. The
historian Herodotus talked about the history of Sardis and what became of it. He said the church became lax in its
moral standards and was open to all licentiousness. It became like the world. This was the reality of Sardis; they were
open to everything and all licentiousness just like the world around them. But yet in verse 4 there were a few, a small
remnant, that had not defiled their garments. Jesus said “They shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy’. In other
words, they hadn't become like the others who wanted a reputation, who thought they were alive, but actually were
dead. These people refrained from the world's influence on them. They held fast to their relationship with God and
were saved by the mercy of God. They had clean garments of salvation.

The world's influence on this church is the same for us; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. All
that is the world's influence. But some in this church were able to separate themselves from the world and remain
pure, not having their garments defiled. Jude writes about these false people who want to have a big name. They all
want to be recognised and be seen as being alive just like Sardis. But God sees through it all. He says they are dead.
Jesus then goes on to tell them “Be watchful and strengthen the things which remain’. Remember the things that you
heard in the beginning, hold fast to it and repent.

Conclusion
Jude encourages his hearers to get right with God. Build yourselves up, be in tune with what the Holy Spirit has to say,
and keep yourself in the love of God. If we get all that right, then we will be in a position to deal with this other group of
struggling Christians. Christians that are elitists, those who have doubts, those who are led astray, and Christians that
are deeply rooted in false doctrine and sin - snatching them from the fire. The important thing is that first we do what
Jude says in verses 20-21.

Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you that it is alive and real. We ask that the Lord Jesus would take it and
apply it to our lives. We thank you for the importance of building ourselves up, of applying ourselves to working out our
salvation with fear and trembling. Father, we give our lives to you today and ask that you lead us in your will and in all
of your plans and purposes. Father give us wisdom, mercy and compassion for those around us that have been led
astray, that are deceived, and for those in false doctrines. We ask for the mercy of God upon us as we share with them.
We thank you for your work in our life and for the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

Next time saints we'll finish this great little book with Jude’s wonderful doxology in verses 24 and 25. 

God bless.

i
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Jude 24-25: To the only One who is able

We now come to the conclusion of Jude. This has been the most wonderful little
book to study. Jude has written about false people we need to be aware of and
now he finishes this little letter with the focus on God. He's finishing with what
our eyes, our ears and our attention should be fixed on. The one who is able,
God. When we look at this little letter, it's full of failure. Jude wanted to write
about all the good things concerning salvation and the things of grace, but he
was compelled by the Spirit to write a letter of warning and rebuke because of
infiltrators who had come into the church. We looked at the grace abusers -
those that turned grace into an opportunity for sin, and the angels who rebelled
and left their own abode. We looked at the legalists and also the dreamers -
people who come with false visions and false dreams, puffed up by their own
sensual mind rather than the Spirit of God. 

His readers may have been thinking how are we going to make it to heaven if we are caught up under false teachers,
or if there's any part of this little letter that's part of our lives? Jude finishes this great little letter drawing everyone's
attention towards God Himself. He's the only One that can bring us home and keep us secure. This last part of the letter
is about getting preoccupied with God. 

He is able
Jude 1:24 Now to Him who is able…

Have you ever had a wall plaque? This would be a really good saying to put on the wall because it takes our eyes off
ourselves and all the rubbish around us and fixes them and our heart on the One who is able - the Lord Jesus Christ. If
we ever want anything done we always go to those that are able. If we need our car fixed, we go to a mechanic, our
teeth, we go to a dentist. If you need something done on your house that you can’t do yourself, you go to a builder.
And so it is with the things of salvation and the things of eternity. These are not things we can do for ourselves. We
need to look at someone - God himself - who can do something on our behalf. Only He can do the things of salvation
and keep us secure. 

John 10.27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 30 I and My Father are one."

There is only One who is able. No one can snatch you or I from the Father's hand. 

At the very end of Romans after Paul has written all about the issues of sin, of holiness, of the Christian life, of being
reckoned into His death, and into His likeness. After he has written of failure in Romans 7, and the wonderful things of
life in the Spirit in chapters 9-11, then all about Israel. He comes right to the end of the book and says:

Romans 16.24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you
according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began.

There's only One who is able to establish you, and that is God. Paul recognises that it is only God Himself who is able to
establish the believer into all the truths he wrote about. 

Ephesians 3.16-21 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through
His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height –19 to know
the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

I love verse 20 exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think. Again there was only One who was able. 
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Philippians 3.20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21
who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He
is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

When we receive our glorified body there is only One who is able to transform us, and that is God himself. 

Hebrews 2.17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered,
being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

In other words, because of the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ, because He suffered and was tempted, He is able to
identify with our weaknesses and is able to come to our need. 

Hebrews 7.24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able to
save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

I love those words, ‘He is also able to save to the uttermost’. Whatever circumstance we find ourselves in, He is able to
save us to the uttermost. Since He always lives to make intercession for us. Jude encourages us to get our eyes off
ourselves. Off all the rubbish around us and fix our eyes, ‘unto Him who is able’.

He will guard you
Jude 1.24 …to keep you from stumbling…

The word keep in this verse is different from the word keep in verse 21. The Greek word in verse 21 is to watch yourself
and others, keep yourselves in the love of God and watch what's going on in your life. But the word for keep in verse 24
is to guard and is attributed to God himself. To Him who is able to guard you. When I read this, it reminded me of Jesus'
prayer to the Father in John 17. 

John 17.9 I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And
all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.

It's wonderful how all believers are a love gift from the Father to the Son. Jesus prays to the Father that He would
protect those whom He has given to Him. 

John 17.11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through
Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I
kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition,
that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have
My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of
the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should
keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth.
Your word is truth.

Jesus' prayer was that the Father would keep those who He had given to Him, and that ‘keeping’ means to guard over.
Jesus said ‘I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one’.
In other words, protect them, put a guard around them, garrison their lives so that the evil one does not have an open
hand with them. This is what the word keep means. He will keep you. 

The Bible likens us to sheep because, if you're like me and every other saint, we are prone to wander and stumble. We
wander away into all sorts of sin - backsliding, temptation, and error. But Jude writes that there is One who is able to
keep us or guard us from stumbling. Imagine a vessel on the sea with loose boards. The pilot is arrogant and blind. The
vessel is surrounded by rocks and reefs, and a wild storm is coming. You would think the vessel is absolutely doomed
with no chance of surviving what’s coming. It won't even last the night. This is a picture of us, we’ve got loose boards at
times. We're arrogant and blind, there are reefs and rocks all around us, and a storm approaching. This is the Christian
in this world. Everything is against us; the world system as well as a flesh that has no time for God. We have an enemy
that wants to continually pull us down. But we also have One who is able to keep our vessel afloat. He's able to keep us
from the snares, the rocks, the reefs, and the storm approaching and bring us to safe shores. Many say that our vessel
is doomed but when you think about your own Christian life, think of how God has been able to keep you from making
an absolute shipwreck of your life. 
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My mother accepted the Lord Jesus Christ at about 16 she then told her mother of her faith. Her mother's response to
her was, “oh, we've all been there, these things will pass”. Mum will be 88 this year and she can look back over her life
and see how God has kept her from stumbling. He's kept her life from being a spiritual wreck on the rocks. Look back
on your own life and it will be exactly the same. God is the One who is able and has kept you from stumbling. 

How does He do it?
How is He able to keep us from falling and slipping out the back door? One way is through His word. God's word is vital.
He speaks to us through the scriptures because it is alive and active and is able to divide. The Bible can speak to us on
a daily basis and remind us of God's promises and faithfulness, of sin and the things we can fall into. So the
importance of God's word is vital and one way He is able. He also uses others. How many times have you ventured into
something and God has prompted someone to say, “I don't think that would be good for you. I can see trouble coming
if you take that path”. The most wonderful thing is that God has a way of keeping us on the right path. He gives us a
desire for holiness and part of that is His discipline; we suffer the consequences of sin. All these things are used by Him
to keep us from stumbling and our lives from becoming an absolute shipwreck. 

What I love about the Bible is that it portrays everything. All the good, the bad, and the ugly. Take David's sin, how was
God able to keep him from stumbling? Well, yes, he stumbled, and we all sin. But his life wasn't a complete shipwreck.
Even though David tried to hide his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah (If you want to have a closer look at that you'll find it
in my studies on the life of David). It wasn't long though before God sent Nathan the prophet to expose David's sin and
bring him back into fellowship. David had to suffer the consequences of it, but his life wasn't shipwrecked. This is how
God is able to keep us from completely falling. The other thing God is able to do is keep us by His power. 

Romans 5.10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Paul is writing about the resurrection life of the Lord Jesus Christ. He always lives to intercede for us but we are saved
by the power of His indwelling life which keeps us from stumbling. I flew back from Tasmania the other week and it
wouldn't have been any help at all if I had put my arms out the window and flapped them. Many Christians
unfortunately live their lives like that. They think they've got to help things along, to keep things afloat. But it's only God
and His greater power. Obviously the law of aerodynamics is a greater power than the law of gravity. When we sit on a
plane we have faith in the pilot to operate the plane. We also have faith in the plane and the engine to hold us in the
air so gravity doesn't take effect and we plunge to the ground. So it is in the Christian life, there is a greater power at
work. We have been placed in a risen Christ and it is the resurrection power that holds us and keeps us from stumbling
and becoming a complete shipwreck. 

I have been a Christian for 34 years and it's a miracle only by God's grace. It is the power of God that holds us here. If
you looked at your own lives you would see the many ways He has held you and kept you in the path that you should
be going. So, get your minds off yourself and get your mind on God. This great God that we serve, who is able to keep
you from stumbling.

And present you
Jude 1.24 …And to present you faultless before the presence of His glory…

I was struck by that when I read it. The thought of you and me - every saint being presented before His presence. This
is our day of presentation or coming out day. We will be presented individually in His presence. Now when you first
think about it it can be a fearful thought. Whenever I had to go before the headmaster or one of the Deans at school
and present myself, I was always in trouble. It would either be a detention or a caning or something similar. If you've
ever come up before a judge to present yourself it’s normally for something that you've done wrong. But here He is
going to present us faultless. The word faultless means blameless, no defect, unblemished, and perfect. Do you see
yourselves in that light? Do you see yourself as blameless as having no defect at all, unblemished, absolutely perfect?
If we were to be honest many of us don't see ourselves like that. If I recorded all the words you speak in a month, and
not only that, but all the thoughts you have too. Then I gathered all your church friends, all your workmates and
everyone who knew you, and presented you. Would you be confident? The answer would be no. We would shrink from
it because we know the wickedness of our own heart. We see imperfections, weaknesses, and failings. But God is going
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to present you faultless before His presence. Blameless, no defect, unblemished, and perfect. In verse 24 God makes
two promises. In regards to the present tense, He is able to keep you from stumbling and now He makes another
promise in regards to the future; that He is going to present you faultless. 

2 Corinthians 5.21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God
in Him.

In other words we were included in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. Because of our standing in the Lord Jesus
Christ, we are declared the righteousness of God. We stand completely apart from anything we have done of
ourselves. 

Ephesians 1.3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted
in the Beloved.

Saints this is positional truth. This is true of you whether you know it or not, whether you experience it or not. This is all
true of you. This is something that the Lord Jesus Christ has done for every believer. The moment you put faith in Him,
you were included in His death and His resurrection. You have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places. You are seated with Christ in the heavenlies that is your position. And he says in verse 4 ‘that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love’. You have a heavenly position in Christ Jesus that can only be
taken by faith.  A work that God has done for you and me not according to anything that we have done, but according
to His love and grace. Colossians says the same thing.

Colossians 1.21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has
reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His
sight--

You will come forth as an individual and be presented before His presence as being holy, blameless and beyond
reproach only because of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. You are hidden in Him. His life is
attributable to your righteousness and your standing before Him. This is the wonderful truth about Grace saints. You
see, we are in Christ. Whenever we look at ourselves, all we see is imperfection, failings and weaknesses. When you
read Paul’s prayers, he is always praying that we would lift our eyes and see ourselves in the position that God has put
us. Seated in the heavenly places. Our lives are hidden with Christ in God, Colossians tells us these are all positional
truths, they are true of us from the moment we believe, to the moment we are taken home. This is why we will stand
before Him faultless. All our sins are removed from us as far as the east is from the West. That's been dealt with. The
new life we are given is in a risen Saviour and we are accepted in the Beloved. We see imperfection and weakness, but
God sees the life of His risen Son. 

Do you remember the story of David and Mephibosheth? There isn’t time to look at it now, but when I did my studies on
David, we learned that Mephibosheth was a relative of Jonathan, and he had lame feet. He was from a place called
Lodebar, which means barrenness. He's a great picture of you and I - our lives are barren apart from the Lord Jesus
Christ, we are crippled. We don't have the ability to function properly on our own and need the grace of someone else.
David picks him up and seats him at his own table and treats him as his son. He gives him the food of the king and
treats him with all blessings. He's a wonderful picture of the grace that is bestowed on you and I.

Above and beyond
Jude 1.24 …with exceeding joy 

The word ‘exceeding’ is to do more than is warranted, to be greater than or to surpass. It's not just joy itself, it's
exceeding joy above and beyond. A good picture would be the prodigal son coming home. The father ran to his son
and wrapped his arms around him. He said bring the fatted calf, put a new robe on him, new sandals on his feet and a
ring on his finger. The father did more than was warranted. You think he would have been happy just to have his son
home, but the father went above and beyond what was needed. Obviously the older brother moaned and
complained because he thought it was a bit excessive. 
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We are going to be presented faultless before His presence with exceeding joy. Not just joy but exceeding joy above
and beyond, and it will surpass normal joy. So whose joy is this? Well, I believe it's both ours and it's the Lords. Psalm
16.11 says ‘…‘in Your presence is fullness of joy…’ so we know that when we come face to face with God and return to our
heavenly home, we will be in fullness of joy. But it's also Christ's joy. This passage speaks more to me of the joy Christ
has in presenting us to the Father than it does of what we will experience. In Matthew 25 Jesus spoke about the
parable of the talents. For a few, those that had done well, He said, ‘well done, …enter into the joy of your Lord’. We don't
often think our Saviour and our Father will be full of joy when we, the bride, arrive in heaven. Christ will see all the
benefits of what He accomplished on the cross. ‘He shall see the labour of His soul, and be satisfied’ Isaiah 53.11.
Hebrews 12.2 also writes of the joy of our Saviour ‘looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.

Was Jesus looking ahead into eternity when He hung on the cross and said those great words, ‘it is finished’, tetelestai,
paid in full? It meant that the whole sin issue, the debt which is held over mankind and is a barrier between God and
man was paid in full by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus looked forward to that day with joy when sin would be done away
with, the curtain would be torn and man would individually and boldly have free access to His Father. If you can save
one person's life, think of the joy that brings you. Then think of the Lord Jesus Christ as he looked forward to the
multitudes of souls that would be rescued from ruin and redeemed to a life of purpose. He also looked forward to
ruling and reigning on earth with a righteous body of believers, His saints. 

It is Christ's joy to present us as a spectacle of His divine grace. He has done a work that we couldn't do for ourselves.
He is able to stand you perfect and holy in His presence. The joy is His. This is the wonderful thing about grace, when
we look at ourselves we see weakness and imperfection. But God sees us in the risen Son with imputed righteousness.
We are given a standing without flaw. We need to meditate on that. The joy that Christ looked forward to was the day
that He could present all those that came to Him in faith as pure, holy, unblemished, blameless and spotless in a risen
Christ. If you read John 17 in that light and look at the relationship between the Father and the Son, it's beautiful. They
are thanking one another for this gift that was prepared before the foundation of the world which you and I are a part
of - the body of Christ. 

This passage in Jude is all about God. He's the only One who is able. He's able to keep you and He's able to present
you. The joy is going to be His and ours. 

To Him alone be glory!
Jude 1:25  To God our Saviour, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever.
Amen.

Now Jude finishes with God. He is our Saviour, He had a plan from the foundation of the world to love, to redeem and
to save. Wisdom only comes from God, His ways are unsearchable. Glory, majesty, dominion and power now and
forever. What a wonderful completion Jude has given to the end of this letter. We've looked at a lot of rubbish and
many warnings about false people that we need to be aware of, but he finishes by getting our eyes off all that and
fixing our eyes on God. Fix your eyes on the Saviour. Everything is about Him - the Lord Jesus Christ, that in all things He
might have the preeminence. Jude finishes with God and Him alone. May He receive the glory, the dominion and all of
the power, both now and forevermore. 

Father, we thank you for this wonderful little book and we thank you for these last two verses that our eyes may lift off
ourselves, off our surroundings and on to You who is able. There is only One who is able, and it is You Father. We thank
you for what you've done in our lives. We thank you for the salvation you have brought us and we thank you that you
can keep us, guard us, and will present us one day. Father, I thank you for the standing we have in our risen Lord Jesus
Christ. That we can be confident in that day standing before you unblemished because of the work that you have
done on our behalf. We thank you for that. We pray that you would apply all of these scriptures in this book to our life
for Jesus sake. Amen. 

God bless, saints.  
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